
Welcome Back.  
Welcome back everyone for a very exciting and busy 

Term 4. This is the last term for our Grade Six        

students, who have been setting a fantastic example 

throughout the whole year.  

I hope you have all come back, reenergised, excited 

and ready for a great learning journey.  

 

2010 Enrolments are now being taken.  
We are taking enrolments for next year. I would invite 

all families who have children commencing school in 

2010 to call into our office to collect an enrolment 

pack, and make a time to have a personal tour of our 

school with either Mrs. Wendy Bartsch (our lovely  

Assistant Principal) or myself. We would appreciate 

the opportunity to explain what Donvale PS can offer 

your child in 2010. Remember January 2010 is NOT 

far away!!!.  
 

Please make an effort to have 
them here on time.  
I am noticing a significant number of  

students, arriving at school in the    

morning, late. It is vital that your child is here by 

8:55am ready to go in with their classmates and    

commence their instruction at 9:00am. This is critical 

learning time as often important instructions and  

information is imparted ready to start the day. You as 

parents, have a responsibility to have your child here 

on time, to allow them to have the very best             

opportunity to learn. In line with our partnership, 

could you please make a big effort to have your child 

at school between 8:45 -8:55am each day.  
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Friday 9th October  
¶ Production DVD/CD orders due in  

 
Wednesday 14th October  
¶ 3.30-4.30:  After school hockey program  
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They began today.  
Finally work commenced on Tuesday, again, on our 

new buildings. We are unsure of the exact timeline, 

but it is great to have it happening again. There was a 

significant disruption of about 5 weeks over certain 

building issues, but they seem to be resolved. Could I  

stress that as both pedestrians and drivers 

around our school area, to please take extra 

care.  We all will have to be flexible and diligent as I 

envisage trucks, etc sometimes coming into our school 

precinct, like this morning, disrupting our normal, 

safe, regulated traffic flow.  

As adults especially we will need to display good sense 

to maintain the safety of all members of our school 

community.  
 

Good manners.  
As a staff we are making a big effort to continue to 

insist on your children using the very best manners 

they can at all times. This week, staff are focusing on 

asking students to use correct language to address 

their peers, friends and all staff. This shows respect 

for the person you are speaking to. Could you please 

follow up at home as your support is critical to our 

efforts.  

 

The stranger in your home.  
This article was printed in term 2 in our Snippets, but 

I feel it so important to continue to remind us as     

parents of our responsibilities and what we need to do 

to continue to support our growing children in this 

technological domain. If you wish to discuss this     

further, please call in and chat or arrange to talk to 

your childõs teacher. 

As a responsible school, we do take this issue very  

seriously, but also as parents we need to be acutely  

Friday 16th October  
¶ Year 5 students attending Mullanua Arts     

Festival  



aware and alert in our own homes, of the critical     

impact on cyberbullying.  

Multimedia technologies have created new domains in 

which young people learn and interact. Technology 

such as mobile phones, SMS, in -phone cameras, 

emails and chat rooms can be an effective way to learn 

and a great way to communicate. However, as t he 

tragic events at a Geelong school recently have shown, 

the technology can be used in both a creative  

and destructive manner. This has again raised the 

issue of cyber bullying.  

Unfortunately some people use this technology to 

bully others by sending threatening or unwanted   

messages or spreading nasty rumours. Those who  

engage in this behaviour need to understand that   

using technology in an inappropriate fashion can be a 

crime. Telephoning and sending electronic  

messages with the intention of causing physical or 

mental harm, or making threats is an offence.       

Messages, phone calls, and chat rooms can be traced,  

even if a false name is used.  

The sending of images is also covered by various State 

and Commonwealth laws that prevent the publication 

of material that is objectionable, unclassified or      

unsuitable for minors.  

Bullying has always been an issue wherever people 

have congregated, whether it be the workplace, public 

spaces or schools. Bullying is not new, but its          

potential to come into your home is. In the past,     

victims of bullying were safe in their own home, but 

cyber bullying opens the door to the bully to pursue 

the victim into their home. That is, if you òopen the 

dooró to them. The bullyõs access is the chat room ð 

turn that off and the òdoor is closedó. 

 

Countering cyber bullying is part of the schoolsõ     

anti -harassment policy.  

However, where it occurs in the home or at weekends 

we depend on parents to take action to protect their    

children.  

As parents, we would never invite bullies into the  

bedrooms of our children, but that is exactly what we 

do when we leave children active on chatrooms or on 

SMS conversing with those who are harassing them. 

If computers are kept in family areas rather than  

bedrooms, it is easier for parents to monitor with 

whom their children are communicating. We need  

to constantly reinforce to our young people that they 

should never place phone numbers or other             

identifying information on blogs, etc. They should  

also be very wary about sending photos over mobile 

phones or placing them on internet sites. Once a photo 

is òout thereó, it is out there forever. 

If your child ever experiences cyber bullying, or      

indeed any form of harassment, please let your childõs 

class teacher or the Principal know.  

The Assistant Principal  
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PLEASE NOTE: Manningham Council is running a 

Cyberspace, Cyber Bullying Information Session    

TONIGHT at 7:00pm at the Manningham Function 

Centre. Details on this session are included in this 

Snippets for your information. 

REMINDERS: 
¶ Assembly will commence at 9:00am from     

Monday 13 th  October as we are a Sunsmart 

School. 

¶ All students MUST have a Donvale Hat at 

school to ensure they do not have excess        

exposure to the sun in the playground.  

¶ Bulk Billing has gone out and the deadline for    

payment is the end of next week. If payment 

creates financial hardship, please give me  a 

ring to discuss options.  

Have a great first week backééé 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

Welcome back everyone. Hope youõre all looking      

forward to the last term of the year!  
 

Whole School Survey  
Next week a survey will be coming home you to     

complete. This annual survey helps us with future  

planning  and organization of all aspects of your 

childõs education. We endeavour to  provide the best  

quality educational program for all students and we 

value your opinion. Please take the time to complete 

the survey and return it to school by Friday 23 rd      

October. 
 

Fire Action Week  -   11 to 18 October  
This week is a call to action for all Victorians to start 

planning and preparing for the upcoming fire season.  

·         During this week, Victorians are encouraged to 

identify their fire risk, prepare their fire plans, clear 

vegetation from their properties and local               

communities, and get involved in fire safety and/or 

community fireguard meetings in your local area.  

·         An online calendar of events and activities for 

Fire Action Week is being developed and will soon be 

available from www.cfa.vic.gov.au   

·         During Fire Action Week, Victorian newspapers 

will contain supplements that will raise awareness 

about the high -risk outlook for the coming fire season 

and the critical need to be prepared.  

·         As part of the Whole -of-Victorian Government 

effort, all schools are asked to use this week to engage 

with their students, parents, staff and their local   

communities on the importance of being fire ready.  

 

The recent rain has been wonderful but we must be 

mindful of hot ,dry weather that Summer will bring.  

 

Wendy Bartsch  
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/


General News  

PRODUCTION DVD/PHOTO CD ORDERS 
Orders for the Production DVD and photo CD (photos 

taken on both nights) are due in tomorrow.  We will be 

placing the order on Monday, so donõt miss out.         

 

Photo orders   -  These are on display at the office and 

can still be purchased:   8 x 10 - $8 and 5 x 7 - $5.   

 

From the Office -  Term 4 Family Accounts.  
Term 4 Bulk Billing Notices went home this week. 

Every child should have one for their level. Payment 

can be made in a number of ways:  

¶ Cash, or cheque returned with the bottom      

portion of the notice in a labelled and sealed 

envelope , and handed in to the classroom 

teacher.  

¶ Completing the Credit Card slip at the bottom of 

the notice, and handed in to the classroom 

teacher.  

¶ We have EFTPOS facilities at the school office.  

 

Payment envelopes have been attached to the Bulk 

Billing notices.  

 

To follow up, Family Statements will be sent out this 

week. Please note that if you make a payment in the 

next few days this may not appear on the statement. 

Please check your statement for outstanding invoices, 

credits (due to overpayments, credit notes issued or 

charges that have been reversed and EMA payments). 

The remittance portion shows the balance of your   

family account. If you have any questions please speak 

to Ricarda in the office.  

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
4W 

Music Matters  

Reminder:  
Students who learn recorder are reminded to bring 

their recorders to school on Wednesdays. Please         

encourage your child to practice at home and then     

return their book and instrument to their school bag.  

 

Dates to note:  
Thursday 22 October  

There will be a special music assembly at 11.30am. 

Once again we will be joining with thousands of other 

children around Australia at the same time to sing 

òThe Music is Everythingó. This is a Music Count Us In 

initiative.  Parents are welcome to come along and join 

in!  

Sunday 15 November  

We are excited to announce that the marimba band 

has been selected to perform at the Manningham 

Spring Festival at Ruffey Lake Park on the afternoon 

of Sunday Nov 15. All band members are asked to 

keep the date free and we would love to have as many      

supporters from Donvale Primary there too! More  

details soon.  

From The  

Art Room  

October 2009 

 

Dear Parents,  
 

We are nearly at the end of the year and it has gone 

so quickly it will be Christmas before we know it.  

There are already Christmas decorations in the 

shops! 
 

This Term, all students will be focusing on ôMixed 

Mediaõ and ôTextileõ art. The year 6 students are all 

looking forward to decorating their Graduation Bears 

and year 5õs will be doing some weaving. 
 

Level 3 students will be making some decorated    

containers for pencils/textas using plastic bottles, 

wool and beads. We are in desperate need of clean 

plastic bottles and scraps of colourful wool. If you 

have any that you can spare, it would be                  
very much appreciated.  
 

Level 1 & 2 students will be working on a variety of 

Mixed Media artworks using scrap fabrics, threads 

and ribbons. If you have any of these items to donate 

to the art room they would also be very  

welcome. 
 

Thank you,  

Bernadette Towan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wassily Kandinsky ï Sea Battle 

http://www.nga.gov/kids/kandinsky/k-big.htm


HURRY!! HURRY!! HURRY!! 
Tomorrow is the last day I will be accepting entry forms 

and gold coin donations for the 'Guess My Owner'    

competition.  

If you need a last minute form to fill out come and see 

me before school or at recess.  

Not only are we helping the Platypus at Melbourne Zoo, 

you could also win a great prize!  

Ist prize is a $50 Village Voucher and 2nd prize is a $30 

Village Voucher (both can be redeemed for snacks!)  

Remember, you've got to be in it to win it!!  

Happy Animal Caring!  

Mrs Thomson  

 

p.s. Staff and parents are eligible to enter, as only I 

know ALL the answers!!  

 From The  

Sports Coach  
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Welcome back everyone for Term 4.  

 

Zone Athletics  
Congratulations to our 6 students who represented our 

school and District yesterday in the Zone  

Championship Athletics.  

Jessica S (discus - 3rd), Tyler G (discus), Alesi M 

(Triple jump - 3rd), Mariah M (High jump), Ashley H 

(Long jump), Mitchell H (Shotput).  Each child 

achieved a Personal Best in their event.  Great effort 

everyone. 

 

Whole School Swimming Program  
Payment for this is now being accepted as part of each 

childõs Bulk Billing.  Please encourage your child to 

participate in this important program.  If your child 

has any concerns please see Mr Pianta or Mr Briggs.  

The intensive program caters for all    children of all 

abilities . 

 

Hockey Program  
Yesterday was the beginning of the After School 

Hockey Program at Donvale co -ordinated by      Black-

burn High School (3.30 -4.30).  Thank you to the many 

children who attended.  Weather permitting it will  

continue for the next 4 Wednesdays (3.30 -4.30),        

finishing with a Hockey Gala Day on November 4th at 

the Doncaster Hockey Club  (9.30 -2.30). 

 

Hooptime Basketball Finals  
On October 23rd we have 2 level -3 basketball teams 

participating in the next round of the Regional         

Finals, Boys Future Stars and Girls Future Stars.   

 

 

Roots and Shoots  

Animal Club  

Thanks to Anna Lanigan who will assist in training 

and organising transport to the Nunawading        

Basketball Centre.  

 

Thank you.  

Mr Pianta  

 

P.S.  ôóGO CATSó 

(2007 we were in heaven. 

 2008 not so great. 

 2009 just devine.  

 2010 letõs do it again.) 

Canteen 
What's On The Menu  

New Summer Menu  
 
A copy of the Summer menu for term 4 2009 and term 

1 2010 was distributed to all families at the end of 

last term. If you require extra copies please collect 

one from the office.  There have been some changes 

so please read carefully when you make your 

choice.  

 

Slush Puppie  
 
The New Flavours are now available.  Banana and 

Mango.  Pineapple should be available next month.  

  

Keep Healthy  

Angie Drakos  

Canteen Management  

 OSHClub 

News 

 Indoors Outdoors 

Monday  Ice pick up  Tug of war  

Tuesday Slime  Cricket  

Wednesday Cooking  Ladders  

Thursday  Pinwheels  Octopus 

Friday  Air rockets  Relay races 

 

Welcome back to Term 4.  Iõm pleased to announce 

that Denise Lopez has taken on the role of second in 

charge.  Some of you may already know Denise from 

Friday ASC.  Just  a friendly reminder that children 

require hats in Term 4 for outside play.  

 

Thank you.  

Tammie Sykes 



Maths Fun for  

Everyone 

Activities:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoy! Luanda Pianta 

 
1. The Secret  
Ask a child to choose a ósecretô number between 
10 and 20. Have other children ask addition/
subtraction questions to find the number, e.g. óIs 
it the sum of 7 and 9?ô, óIs it the difference       
between 18 and 10?ô, etc. 

 

2. Calculations  
Provide child with a calculator. Using the repeat button on 
the calculator, have them count to 100 from a given      
number. Stop part way. Ask for the next number, the     
number before and after, the number 2, 5, 10 numbers   
further on, etc. Continue the counting and then repeat the 
activity starting with a new number. 

 
3. Will It Happen?  
Ask, for example, óCould it rain today? Will I get to 
see my best friend today?  Will it snow in the 
house? Will there be an animal in our backyard? 
Why do you think that?ô etc. Use the language of 
chance in your everyday discussion.. 

 

 
4. Simple Symmetry  
Have children find objects in the environment that are 
symmetrical. See if they can identify the line(s) of    
symmetry. Draw the object and put the lines of         
symmetry in. 

 
5. Tangle Time  
Practise left and right. Give instructions for placing body 
parts, e.g. óPut your right knee on your left elbow. Place 
your right foot on your left knee.ô Keep going until there 
is a tangle or everyone starts laughing. 
Have fun! 


