
The stranger in your homeé 
I read this article in a local Secondary 

Schools Newsletter recently. I think it is 

a timely reminder to us all about the 

positives and negatives of our new  

technology frontier.  

Multimedia technologies have created 

new domains in which young people  

learn and interact. Technology such as 

mobile phones, SMS, in -phone cameras, emails and 

chat rooms can be an effective way to learn and a  

great way to communicate. However, as t he tragic 

events at a Geelong School recently have shown, the 

technology can be used in both a creative and          

destructive manner. This has again raised the issue of 

cyber bullying.  

Unfortunately some people use this technology to 

bully others by sending threatening or unwanted  

messages or spreading nasty rumours. Those who  

engage in this behaviour need to understand that   

using technology in an inappropriate fashion can be a 

crime. Telephoning and sending electronic  

messages with the intention of causing physical or 

mental harm, or making threats is an offence.       

Messages, phone calls, and chat rooms can be traced,  

even if a false name is used.  

The sending of images is also covered by various State 

and Commonwealth laws that prevent the publication 

of material that is objectionable, unclassified or          

unsuitable for minors.  

Bullying has always been an issue wherever people 

have congregated, whether it be the workplace, public 

spaces or schools. Bullying is not new, but its potential 

to come into your home is. In the past, victims of    

bullying were safe in their own home, but cyber       

bullying opens the door to the bully to pursue the  
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Wednesday 12th August  
¶ Preps Fire visit  

 

Thursday 13th August  
¶ Level 4 Gala Rugby Day  
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victim into their home. That is, if you òopen the dooró 

to them. The bullyõs access is the chat room ð turn 

that off and the òdoor is closedó. 

Countering cyber bullying is part of the Collegeõs    

anti -harassment policy.  

We will support any students who are experiencing 

this form of harassment. However, where it occurs in 

the home or at weekends we depend on parents to 

take action to protect their children.  

As parents, we would never invite bullies into the  

bedrooms of our children, but that is exactly what we 

do when we leave children active on chatrooms or on 

SMS conversing with those who are harassing them. If  

computers are kept in family areas rather than      

bedrooms, it is easier for parents to monitor with 

whom their children are communicating. We need  

to constantly reinforce to our young people that they 

should never place phone numbers or other identifying 

information on blogs, etc. They should also be very 

wary about sending photos over mobile phones or  

placing them on internet sites. Once a photo is òout 

thereó, it is out there forever. 

If your child ever experiences cyber bullying, or indeed 

any form of harassment, please let your childõs class 

teacher or the Principal know.  

 

 

Free fire wood still availableé 
If you have an open fire, we still have some free      

firewood available from the   

eastern end of our school. You 

can bring your trailer up till 

6:00pm each night to collect it or 

on the weekend between 9:00 and 

3:00pm. 

Let your friends know as well.  

Friday 14th August  
¶ 9.00-11.00:  Level 3 Athletic Trials  

¶ 12.30-1.45:  Eastlink Cup  



Next week is ES Recognition weeké 
Next week has been designated as Education Support 

Officers recognition week. Our ES do a wonderful job, 

supporting our students in many varied and           

necessary ways. As a school we will be recognising 

them and their critical roles they play at Donvale PS. 

It would be great if you just personally say a òthanksó 

to them as you see them working around our school.  

 

Environment club is doing a great jobé 
                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our environment monitors from our grades continue 

to do a fantastic job, each week emptying the various 

sustainability bins, worm farm, veggie patch support 

and generally supporting our environment initiatives. 

The work they do will benefit us all at school.  

 

Get fit and help run around Australiaé 
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Each Wednesday from 8:30am, staff, students and   

parents are joining together to get fit and attempt a 

combined run around Australia.  All families are most 

welcome to come and join in. Just register on the day 

and start walking, jogging or running. Come and join 

us .. 

 

Have a great weekééééééé.. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 
 


