
Welcome backéé 
On behalf of all our staff, I wish to welcome back all 

the families to our school for 2009. A special welcome 

to the 38 new Preps (Level 1) students who began on 

Monday and the 7 other students who commenced at 

various other levels. It is great to have you at our 

school and we all look forward to working with you 

this year.  

 

Welcome to our 5 new staff members, Miss Emma 

Henderson in level 3, Mrs Nikki Tourogiannis in Level 

3, Mrs Luanda Pianta in Level 4, Miss Sian Gladman 

in Level 2 and Mrs Marilyn Gray as our Level 1 & 2 

Literacy and Numeracy support.  

 

I know you will give all these new students and staff a 

very warm welcome to our school in the next few 

weeks when you see them around.  

 

The heat was onééé 
Last Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, all staff at our 

school spent 3 days, in sweltering heat, preparing in 

various ways for the beginning of our school year. On 

Wednesday we spent the day, reviewing and revisiting 

our school values and what as a staff, we want and 

expect from each person as a member of the Donvale  

teaching and supporting team. Over the weeks, we 

will explain and inform you of our outcomes which we 

hope will guide our behaviour to all members of our 

valued school community.  
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On Thursday, staff went through very detailed and 

exciting work on our Maths Curriculum across the 

levels. In 2009 a major focus at Donvale will be the 

best implementation of a very progressive and exciting 

Maths Curriculum. Staff also spent some time in their 

rooms setting up their classrooms.  

 
 

On Friday, all levels spent most of the day planning 

extensively for Term 1 as teams. A final meeting was 

held to affirm that we were ready to begin on Monday 

with the imminent return of the students.  

 

Along came Monday morning, and what a wonderful 

beginning to the 2009 school year. All classes were 

immediately on task, and by 9:30 walking around our 

school, I was incredibly impressed at the smooth,  

hassle free and calm commencement of all grades. 

Special note must be made of the fantastic beginning 

of our 38 Prep students. They began at 9:00am and 

their poise, confidence and enjoyment was a sight to 

see. I need to acknowledge the wonderful work done 

by all Prep parents in preparing their children for 

their BIG DAY. The preparatory work put in by Mrs 

Thomson and Miss Pyne last year and on the day, 

made it a very positive experience and a day to truly 

remember, for all the right reasons.  

 

Congratulations to all members of our School  

Community on a wonderful team effort.  



Wonderful outcomeéé. for the second 
timeé 
Following on from the sustainability initiatives which 

Mrs Signorini so brilliantly commenced in 2007, you 

will remember that Donvale Primary School was the 

very proud winner of the State & National GE  

Sustainability Quest for schools in 2007, providing us 

with a wonderful boost of $10,000 to be utilised on 

sustainability initiatives.  

To our amazement, I was contacted by GE over the 

School Holidays to be informed that for 2008, yes, 

Donvale Primary School, was once again the National 

Winner of the School Quest, winning another $10,000 

to be used in our successful sustainability programs.  

 

It is important that we acknowledge the wonderful 

efforts, especially of the Croydon family, Stephen, 

Danielle, Jack and Matthew, who worked so tirelessly 

and in a committed way. Their drive was a major  

reason in us obtaining these wonderful bonuses. 

Thanks must also go to Mrs Signorini who positively 

supported it and thanks to the many families who 

purchased the energy efficient globes which were the 

measurement by which the competition was judged. 

Thanks must go to GE Australia, who made the prizes 

available on a state and national basis.  

 

One of our school teams is working on best utilising 

this bonus, in consultation with School Council and 

School staff.  To all those involved, on behalf of the 

school I say a huge òThank Youó, as this money will 

make a difference. We will keep you informed on the 

progress of use of this money.  

 

Please Rainééé 
I am certainly not alone in pleading for some much 

needed rain to fall. Over the holidays,  as part of our  

sustainability initiative, we arranged for our school to 

be fitted with a 57,000 litre tank and ac-

companying plumbing to allow all our  

student toilets to be flushed from recov-

ered rain water from our roof. The tank 

and all accompanying fittings has been 

installed and we are awaiting for good  

rainfall so that the system can automatically shift to 

using the tank water. When operating we will make 

significant savings on our water usage over the years. 

We feel this is a great initiative and will be useful for 

many 

years to 

come. 
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While talking about water, I have included below our 

guidelines for water bottle use in our classrooms. We 

believe that our brains need hydrating often,  

especially in the hot weather.  We encourage all  

children to remain fully hydrated and drink water 

often.  

 

Water bottles can be used in our classrooms provided 

that the following conditions are met:  

¶ Water only.  

¶ Non spillable bottles with pop or screw tops.  

¶ If frozen, then absorbent outer covering.  

¶ For hygiene, bottles to be taken home each 

night and cleaned.  

¶ No sharing of bottles.  

¶ Clearly labelled with your name and grade.  

¶ Please support us and your child by providing a 

usable water container.  

 

 

REMINDERS: 
¶ No student is to be at school BEFORE 8:45am , 

unless attending Before School Care, as our 

school yard is not supervised by teachers.  

¶ All students should have vacated the yard by 

3:45pm after school, unless they are attending 

Afterschool Care or are directly supervised by 

an adult.  

Adherence to these times is certainly in your childõs 

best interest and welfare as the school yard IS NOT 

supervised outside these designated times. Any  

student attending unsupervised outside these times 

may be required to enter the B&ASC program at 

their familyõs expense. This is for your  childõs safety 

and welfare.  

 

¶ Monday morning Assembly commences next  

Monday at 9:00am . All families are very     

welcome to attend the assembly. It should run 

for approx.20 minutes.  

¶ Parent Information Evening . Please note 

the date Tuesday 24 th  February . Details of   

venues and times will be contained in a note 

coming home next week. Please make a big  

effort to come along as it is a great opportunity 

to find out more about your childõs grade and 

curricula for this year.  

 

 

A Special visitor came today to see our 
school todayéé 
Mrs Signorini brought  her new puppy into school 

today, to be an addition to our new Preps. Marley is a 

black Cocker Spaniel, delightful and charming. Mrs 

Signorini says she is beautiful, but mischievous. At 

Donvale we take pet ownership very seriously and 

have various  programs to encourage responsible pet 

ownership by our families.  

 

 

 


