
They began todayé 
Finally, work commenced yesterday on our new    

building. We are unsure of the exact timeline, but it is 

great to have it happening. Could I please stress 

that as both pedestrians and drivers around our 

school area, we must take extra care.  We will all 

have to be flexible and diligent as I envisage trucks 

etc sometimes coming into our school precinct,        

disrupting our normal, safe, regulated traffic flow.  

As adults we will need to display good sense to    

maintain the safety of all members of our school    

community.  

Painting of Building B classrooms is continuing with 

about 2/3rds of the internal area completed.  

 

Will keep you informedé 
Tomorrow I will be meeting with representatives from 

Manningham Council, Heatherwood SC and DEECD, 

to try and obtain more details of the proposed High 

Ball Courts projected to be built in the car park area 

of DISC, possibly commencing construction in 2011. 

This will be very disruptive to parent access to  

Donvale and incredibly disruptive to access for 

Heatherwood students. I will do my utmost to keep 

you informed and up to date with this proposal.  

 

Good mannersé 
As a staff we are making a big effort to continue to 

insist on your children using the very best manners 

they can at all times. This week, staff are focusing on 

asking students to use correct language to address 

their peers, friends and all staff. This shows respect  
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Friday 31st July  
¶ Schoolõs National Tree Day 

 

Monday 3rd August  
¶ Senior Hooptime at Ringwood Stadium  

 

Tuesday 4th August  
¶ NSW Unit Test - English  
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for the person you are speaking to. Could you please 

follow up at home as your support is critical to our 

efforts.  

 

Great Show todayé 
Congratulations to our 3 school choirs, recorder 

groups and marimba band who performed yesterday        

afternoon for local Kinder kids, elderly citizens, family 

friends and some DPS students.  Mrs Keep and Mr 

Gordon have worked tirelessly to rehearse the groups 

and their performance was sensational. Special 

thanks to Mrs Jacqui Furr (Nicholas & Jamieõs Mum)

who has worked weekly with a recorder group to     

develop their musical talents.  

 

Special thanks this week to:  
¶ Mrs Anna Lanigan, Mrs Tourogiannis, Mr     

Pianta and the Veggie patch team who are 

working very hard to make our school gardens 

look great. Mrs Lanigan toiled yesterday to 

spread mulch, plant grasses and shrubs around 

the front area 

of our school. 

On Friday Mrs 

Tourogiannis 

has organised 

for a tree 

planting day 

to follow up.  

 

 

Wednesday 5th August  
¶ Preps Fire Ed visit  

¶ Canteenõs Dairy Food Day - promoting National 

Healthy Bones Week  

 

Thursday 6th August  
¶ 9.00-11.00:  Level 4 Athletic Trials  

 



Now that we are planting in various areas around our 

gardens, it is important that children DO NOT go on 

the garden beds as there will be plants and bushes 

growing.  

 

Please help us by keeping off ALL our garden 

Beds to allow the plants to grow.  

 

¶ Thank you Mrs Keep, who baked homemade 

fruit cake to present to the elderly citizens who 

attended our school performance yesterday, I 

sampled some and it was delicious. Thanks Mrs 

Keep for making their day so good.  

 

Have a great weekéé. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

The Assistant Principal  

I am currently sitting with the winter sun streaming 

through my office and feeling great about school -life 

at Donvale! Itõs amazing what some sunshine can do 

for the soul, especially in mid -winter!  

Outside my window there is plenty of action: Ground 

work has now begun on our new building and I get a 

great view of all that is happening!  

 

Production  
Rehearsals are now well underway and the children 

are enjoying learning songs and dances and            

rehearsing lines for the show. Please be assured that 

numeracy and literacy is not being neglected during 

this term. In fact a production is a wonderful example 

of how the curriculum can be fully integrated with 

students developing oral and written language skills 

and undertaking real -life maths activities in a     

number of ways. Other benefits include the            

development of interpersonal skills with students 

working together for a common goal and personal 

learning such planning and organizational skills and 

discovering new talents and abilities.  

A notice requesting help in a number of areas was 

sent home earlier in the week. If you are able to help, 

please return this to the office ASAP.  

 

Auditory Processing  
I have included in Snippets, a letter from the parent 

of a child with an Auditory Processing Disorder. It 

contains useful information for teachers and parents. 

Teachers at DPS have received recent professional  

development to broaden their understanding and to 

develop useful strategies in the classroom.   

 

These include:  

¶ the use of visual supports such as timetables 

and planners,  

¶ positioning students with in the class     

thoughtfully,  

¶ reducing noise levels at appropriate times,  

¶ checking that key instructions have been      

understood,  
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National Tree Day  
 

Schools Tree Day - Friday, 31 July 2009  

National Tree Day - Sunday, 2 August 2009  

 

The Garden Club is proud to announce our schools 

participation in National Tree Day this week on     

Friday the 31st of July.  This day is a celebration for 

planting native trees and shrubs to help our            

environment.  Representatives from each grade will be 

involved in establishing the triangular area in front of 

the office with plants that attract birds. In the      

classrooms children will be learning more about 

òLinking landcare ò; one of the issues will be to discuss 

how clearing land and reducing the number of trees 

especially in dense forest areas, affects global          

climates.  

 

Premiers Reading Challenge  
Make sure that you get your book lists in by the final 

day - 14th August.  

 

Bulk Billing  
Reminder that Bulk Billing is due.  When sending 

payments, please place money in an envelope.  

Thank you.  

 

EMA ð Second Instalment  
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is      

provided to assist eligible families with the costs       

associated with the education of their children.   

  

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: be     

either a parent or guardian of a primary or  

secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 

be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension,     

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 

pensioner or be a foster parent.  

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the 

EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid 

Pension Card.  

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day 

of  Term 3 (13 July 2009) for the second instalment.  

 The EMA application must be submitted to the 

school by 31 July 2009 for the second instalment.  

¶ giving children time to process information one 

step at a time and  

¶ breaking  tasks/instructions up into short and  

achievable amounts.  

 

Have a great week, everyone.  

 

Wendy Bartsch  

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
2G 



The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for      

primary students for and is paid in two instalments.  

This amount is split evenly between the parents/

guardians and the school.  Schools receive the school 

portion electronically twice a year. Under the new    

system, eligible parents will have the option to receive 

the 50% ôparent portionõ of the EMA payment directly 

into the parentõs nominated bank account, or as a 

cheque payment.  

 

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the 

first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be 

required to complete a new application for the second 

instalment.  Parents who transfer children to another 

school after 28 February 2009 and prior to or on 7     

August 2009, must reapply at the new school for the 

second instalment. New card holders can pick up an 

application form from the office.  
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Book Week 

Activities  

CHILDRENõS BOOK WEEK 2009 
THEME:  BOOK SAFARI  

We will be celebrating Book Week again this year in 

the week starting 24 th  August.  Each year a selection of 

Australian childrenõs books is chosen by the    Chil-

drenõs Book Council under certain categories, and the 

winner from each category is announced prior to Book 

Week.  A list of this yearõs shortlisted books follow.  We 

have most of these on display in the Teacher Resource 

Area of the Library for you to have a look at.  

 

Each week leading up to Book Week there will be a lit-

tle quiz for you to solve, to introduce you to the books, 

authors and illustrators on the shortlist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the first one for you to try:  

Happy Reading.  

 

Chris Schneider  

Library Technician  

 From The  

Sports Coach  

Zone Finals  
Congratulations to our Mixed Netball and Soccer 

teams who participated in the next round of Zone 

Finals last week.  Both teams were beaten but      

certainly played to the best of their ability.  All    

children competing should be extremely proud of 

their achievements, efforts, team work and        

sportsmanship.  A very big thanks to the parents 

who assisted and encouraged both teams.  

 

Level 4 Hooptime  
We have entered 6 teams (50 children) to play    

Hooptime Basketball at the Ringwood/Maroondah 

Basketball Centre on Monday 3rd August.  Please 

ensure your childõs form and payment is returned to 

school by tomorrow.  Remember, the bus is leaving at 

8.45 Monday morning.  Could all children playing, be 

at school at 8.30 please.  Again all parents are most 

welcome to drop in throughout the day.  

 

Hockey Program  
In 4th Term, year 10 students from Blackburn High 

School will be coming to our school again to conduct 4 

hockey coaching sessions after school 3.30-4.30 

(Level 3 & 4 children).   The program is endorsed by 

Hockey Victoria, Ausport Australia and the Victorian 

Coaching Council.  

 

The dates for the sessions at Donvale are October 

7th, 14th, 21st and 28th (Wednesdays).  

 

The program will conclude with a Gala Hockey Day 

at the Doncaster Hockey Club on Wednesday 4th  

November.  Children who participated in this       

program in 2nd Term are most welcome to            

participate again.  Please return the registration 

form by August 7th if your child is participating.  

 

Thank you.  

Mr Pianta  



Maths Puzzles:  
Easy 
I have 11 marbles. Four are loose and the rest are in 

two cups. How many marbles might there be in each 

cup? 

(Answers in the next issue!  Watch out next week it is 

harder!)  

 

Activities:  
Who Can Make Fifteen?  
Play with a partner. Write the numbers 1 to 9 across 

the top of a piece of paper. The object of the game is to 

be the first person to cross out three numbers which 

add up to 15. In turn, players cross out one number at 

a time. A number can only be crossed out once, and 

only three numbers can be crossed out to make 15. 

Write down your numbers as you cross them out.  

 

Make My Target Number?  
Play with a partner or a small group. Write down the 

numbers 1 to 9. In turn, select a target number, e.g. 

65.The object of the game is to be the first person to 

use three of the numbers written down to make the 

target number using addition or multiplication or 

both. A number can only be used once. Each person 

must record their equation, e.g. 7 x 8 + 9 = 65. The 

first person to write down a correct equation wins that 

round.  

 

Have a look at the wonderful review by a Level 3 child 

of ôMaths in My Dayõ! See what your child can create 

and bring along to school for display!  

 

Luanda Pianta  

Maths Fun for  

Everyone 

C.R.E.  
Christian Religious Education  

This week the prep children heard the story of baby 

Moses and how God protected him and cared for him. 

Just as God loved and cared for Moses God loves and 

cares for all children. all children are special to God!  

The children had fun making a basket to put their 

baby Moses into! The verse for the week is from      

Exodus2v10 "The princess named him Moses , for she 

said "I drew him out of the water".  

 

Have a great week .  

God Bless. 

Cheryl Shanks  

 OSHClub 

News 

If anyone has spare jars at home, could we please 

have them.  

 

Thank you.  

Tammie Sykes 

 Indoor Outdoor 

Monday  Crystal making  Ball games  

Tuesday Spring flowers  3-legged race 

Wednesday Leaf rubbings  Ball tag  

Thursday  Sherbert making  Quiots  

Friday  Jewellery making  Treasure hunt  

Canteen 
What's On The Menu  

The FREE apple slinky for both junior and senior 

grades has been a great success.  Some students were 

eating up to 3 apples a day.  I have been collecting the 

cores from this event and will be asking the students 

this Friday to guess how many cores there are and if 

itõs the closest or correct answer you win a free apple. 

 

National Healthy Bones Week.  Dairy Food Day.  

Wednesday 5 th  August, 09  

 

Due to this being on the Rubbish Free Day, I have 

been informed that these items will not be counted 

into the class rubbish.  Orders for this were due in 

today.  I will accept orders coming through tomorrow 

Friday 31 st.  Any late ones after that cannot be sure 

you will receive your order.  

 

There will be cheese cubes 10c and cheese sticks 50c 

and hot chocolates (only served warm) $1.60 available 

throughout this Awareness Week at recess and lunch-

times.  

 

Slush Puppie Competition  
Prize A being the skate board, has been won by Leah 

Heywood.  There are 250 cups left in the  competition 

and you still have a chance to win  another prize A.  

 

Keep healthy.  

Angie Drakos  


