
FLORENCE AVE. KINDERGARTEN VISIT 
On Wednesday morning an enthusiastic group of  

Donvale Primary School students set off to visit the 

Florence Ave. Kindergarten accompanied by Miss 

Pyne and myself. The purpose of the visit was to  

promote our school in light of the upcoming Open Day 

on Tuesday 19 th  May. When we arrived at the Kinder 

we were met by Jacqui who introduced the children to 

her young charges. It was clear from the start that the 

youngsters had been looking forward to the ôbig school 

kidsõ coming to visit them. Our children had all  

selected a picture story book from the library to read 

to the little ones. Given the numbers involved Saahil 

Bijlani quickly did the Maths and informed us that 12 

Donvale students would each read to one child and 2 

Donvale students would read to 2 children. We went 

with Saahilõs formula and very soon the kinder was 

buzzing with the expressive reading of a variety of 

picture story books. It was clear that our students had 

their little partnerõs complete attention. This was  

followed by a music activity to reinforce the knowledge 

of colours with our students happily singing along and 

waving their colour strips with their new friends. 

When it was time to say goodbye we left the kinder 

children with a special Donvale P.S. showbag. This 

showbag contained flyers promoting our School  

Readiness night and Open Day. It also informed  

potential Donvale parents of the many great  
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Monday 4th May  
¶ Bunnings visit for the Vegie Patch Club  

 

Tuesday 5th May  
¶ Tunstall Square Kinder visit  

 

Wednesday 6th May  
¶ 9.15-10.15:  Gymnastic Program for 2J and 2S  

¶ 10.15-11.15:  Gymnastic Program for 2M and 2G  

¶ 2.15-3.15:  Gymnastic Program for 3G and 3T  
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programs  

being  

offered at 

our 

school. 

With 

more ap-

peal to 

the little 

ones was 

the 

crayon 

pack and 

the colouring book which was a compilation of the  

students art work in the 2009 school calendar.  

 

Well done to Angelica Zahra, Justin Karadimos, Alesi 

Molotii, David Bourke, Octavia De Fazio, Niyoosha 

Roberts,  Julie Huang, Daniel Patrikis, Alana  

Muntoric, Saahil Bijlani, Cory McNaughton, Emily 

Moyle, Rachel Crossan and Rachel Bruni for being 

such wonderful representatives of our school. Next 

Tuesday this same group of students will visit the 

Tunststall Square Kindergarten with Mrs Bartsch and 

Mrs Thompson. Again by their actions and their  

enthusiasm  they will take the same message that 

Donvale Primary School is a great place to learn.  

 

Thursday 7th May  
¶ 2.15-3.15:  Gymnastic Program for 3H and 3PH  

¶ Winter Interschool sport Donvale Vs St Gregs 

(home) 

¶ 3.30-4.30:  After school Hockey Program  

 
Friday 8th May  
¶ Motherõs Day Stall in the G.P. Room 

¶ Level 3 & 4 Cross Country Trials  



The Assistant Principal  

Wow! Hasnõt it got cold quickly!! Morning yard duty 

certainly wakes me up. Itõs great to greet everyone as 

they arrive for school, most of them with warm coats 

and jumpers. There are few children who seem to be 

missing an outer layer!  Many of our homes are  

centrally -heated and often weõre not aware of how 

cold it is until we get outside! Please ensure your  

children have a school jumper or jacket in their school 

bag. This gives them an extra layer to put on when 

they are outside at recess and lunchtime and may 

help prevent a chill. A reminder: please check that all 

items have your childõs name on them. 

 

Lateness and Absence from School  
We are noticing a growing number of students  

arriving late to school in the morning. This is  

disruptive to the class and to your childõs learning. 

Music plays at 8.55am to give the children 5 minutes 

to be ready for class. Lessons begin at 9am . Over the 

next month all children will be assessed in all areas 

of the curriculum in readiness for mid -year reports. It 

is important that your child is at school on time.   

 

It is also important that children understand that itõs 

not ok to be away from school unless they are unwell 

or there are special circumstances.  
 

General News  
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Out of School Hours Care  
Thank you to all the families who contributed to the 

recent OSHC Satisfaction Survey.  

We had a good response and are currently evaluating 

all the information provided.  

 

If you have any further comments or concerns  

regarding the OHSC program please contact Garry 

Briggs.  

 

The OSHC committee would also like to thank Craig 

Moyle for his efforts in setting up the survey, and 

Glen Frankish for his continuing efforts in providing a 

well balanced program.  

 

Russell Waycott  

 

EXCITING NEWS FOR THE 
VEGIE PATCH CLUB 
Bunnings will be paying a visit 

to our school on Monday the 4 th  

of May at 1:30pm (Lunch time).               

They will be helping us  

establish a vegetable garden 

through their community  

program. A horticulturalist will be guiding the project 

and offering us advice and tips on how to establish our 

vegetable garden and grow healthy vegies.  They will 

bring the seedlings that are appropriate to plant for 

this time of year, also gardening gloves for our keen 

gardeners and appropriate tools to use.  

If you are a member of the Vegie Patch Club donõt  

forget to turn up in front of the Vegie Patch on  

Monday Lunch!!!!  

Mrs Tourogiannes  

 

Portfolios  
On Monday, teachers met to discuss the purpose and 

use of portfolios for assessment of childrenõs learning. 

It was a productive session with teachers sharing 

many aspects with each other. Last yearõs school  

survey results indicated that parents are very pleased 

with the portfolios in their current form. All teachers 

will continue to place assessed tasks in the folder on a 

regular basis. In addition, children will be regularly 

selecting samples of their work to place in the portfolio 

and will assess their own performance on given tasks. 

This student reflection helps to promote independent 

thinking, encourages students to look at their 

strengths and areas for improvement and promotes 

responsibility for their own learning. We believe this 

will be a welcome addition to the portfolios and a 

chance for children to celebrate their efforts.  
 

Wendy Bartsch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


