
Great nightéé 
Congratulations and thanks to all the parents who 

helped at our very successful Student Disco last  

Friday evening. By all accounts it was a great success, 

enjoyed immensely by all those who attended.  As Iõm 

sure you are aware these discos can only run with the 

òhands onó help of many parents to organise and     

supervise.  Thanks to the following parents who  

assisted:     

Timea Somogi, Kim Merton, January Bryant, Loren 

Taylor, Martin Dimitroff, Amanda Ehlert, Brenda 

Tierney, Angela Nitas, Jaqui Furr, Shelly Wickham, 

Jo Jinks, Kylie Glover, Russel Waycott, Tania Smith, 

Andre Roberts, Tina Stramilos, Sandra Barnes,  

Christine Dawson, Jon Love, Jo Wood, Charmaine 

Neal, Vicky Cassidy, Diana McNaughton, Katrina 

Larder, Kym Wolff, Kim Thompson, Christine Cowell, 

Nina Vasiliades, David Leyh, Andrew Mangonis,  

Michael McCormack, Maree Clement, Lyn Petty, 

Shaun Boast, Melissa Semmens, Remya Thatiot, 

Houda Samra, James Clarke, Tammy Moschoyiannis, 

Sharon Jackson, Sam Dolinko, Janene Rubens,       

Natasha Sinclair, Megan Moyle, Lisa Flint, Adrian 

Young, Sarah Costigan, Kerry Gerraty and Kathryn 

Soterales. 

 

Notes for absencesé.. 
Could I please remind all families that 

if your child is absent for any reason, 

we require a written note from          

parents authorising the absence. It 

should be written as soon as your child 

returns to school and be signed by a 

parent/guardian.  

If you prefer you can use the proforma from school 

which are available from our school office.  

Please support us fully in this process, as it is in your 

childõs best interest. It is important to remember that  
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their attendance is important for their learning and 

they need to be at school if at all possible (illness  

excluded). 

 

Bulk Billing Term 2é 
Bulk Billing information will be sent out on the first 

day of Term 2 to all families. We will have a deadline 

of 2 weeks to pay the required amount. Please note 

that L4 amount will be significant in Term 2 as that 

level has decided to include  their major curriculum 

excursion in Term 2. It was decided last year that 

School Camps will take place in every second year 

(2010), and whole school productions will be on  

alternative years. Note that the imposing cost of 

camps is not this year. Part of the basis for the camp 

decision was that levels could therefore include a  

major costing curriculum based excursion in their 

planning in the non -camp year. As a school, in the  

current economic climate, we are acutely aware of the 

financial pressure imposed upon us all. If the paying 

of any school amount is creating undue financial  

pressure on any family, could you please give me a 

ring at school to discuss options  we can make 

available to you. We are always very reasonable in 

these circumstances and a confidential chat will often 

result in an outcome which makes all involved much 

happier.  

The option is there, so please take it up if needed.  

 

REMINDERS: 
¶ School finishes at 2:30pm tomorrow, following a 

final assembly at 2:15pm. OSHClub program 

will operate from 2:30pm.  

¶ Please take the option of using our school yard 

over the Holidays. However remember, all chil-

dren on school site MUST be supervised by an 

adult.  

Monday 20th April  
¶ Term 2 commences 



¶ Term Two commences at 9:00am on Monday 

20th  April.  

 

I wish everyone a great Easter and a very relaxing 

and safe Term one Holiday.  

 

 

Garry Briggs  

The Assistant Principal  

What a busy and exciting term itõs been!  Iõm sure 

everyone is looking forward to a break from school to 

enjoy the last of the summer weather.  

Term 2 promises to be even more exciting.  

 

Tunstall Square Market  
On Sunday 26th April DPS will be holding a òStalló at 

the market. We will be showcasing student art work 

and our Level 3 students and marimba Band will be 

performing during the morning. This will be a great 

way to promote our school programs to the local  

community.  

 

Mathematics  
As you are no doubt aware, numeracy is a major focus 

at DPS.  

Mrs Pianta has coordinated a full audit and  

re-organization of our maths equipment which will be 

distributed to all classes. The use of these materials 

is vital to the development mathematical  

understandings throughout primary school.  

Mathletics has been a big hit with students  

throughout the school both in class and at home. This 

well designed internet site not only helps children to 

practise their skills, but is also a fabulous tool for 

learning. Teachers are able to monitor each childõs 

progress and select activities that are suitable for 

each individual. Iõm sure many children will continue 

to use the program over the holiday break but donõt 

forget the importance of relaxation and physical  

activity as well!  

 

I would like to wish you all a very safe and Happy 

Easter.  See you all in Term 2  

 

Wendy Bartsch  
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Schoolpix will be visiting us on  

Tuesday 28th April.   

Envelopes were sent home  

yesterday.   

Please collect a Family Pre -Paid  

envelope or a Family Discount 

Voucher from the school office.  The Family Discount 

Voucher offers a 25% discount to any family with 3 or 

more children (provided you hand in the voucher with 

the pre -paid photo envelope).  

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Winter tunic/skirt order  

Last chance for ordering tunics/skirts is FRIDAY 

3RD APRIL  between 9.00-9.30AM IN THE  

UNIFORM SHOP . 

Thank you.  

Uniform committee  

 

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
Reminder to keep reading over the holidays.  The 

more you read, the more your list will fill up!  

 

CHICKEN POX 
We have had notification of a case of chicken pox in 

the Prep area.  

 From The  

Sports Coach  

Today we played the final 3 rounds of Summer Inter 

School Sport (Rounders, Softball and Bat Tennis).  Big 

thank you to the children and teachers involved.  The 

final 3 cricket matches will be played in Term 4 as all 

pitches are covered.  Inter School Sport (Winter)  

consists of Netball, Football, Soccer and Tee Ball.  Any 

parents willing to assist with these sports, see Mr  

Pianta.  Winter sport will be on Thursdays between 

1.00-3.00pm. 

Finally thanks to all parents and children for Term 1 

and I wish you all a safe and happy Easter.  

 

Thank you.  

Mr Pianta  



Knitting Club  
Starting in Term 2 this year, we 

will have lunchtime ôKnitting 

Clubõ on Wednesdayõs between 

1.40 and 2.15pm in the Art 

Room. Students in grades 2 to 6 

are invited to join. They will 

need a pair of plastic or wooden 

knitting needles preferably size 

12 or larger. The larger the  

better for learning to knit and 

results are a lot quicker too! 

Any spare wool will be greatly appreciated, the 

thicker the better and parents who would like to 

come along and help or just join in with the knitting 

are very welcome.  

 

Looking forward to seeing lots of happy knitters.  

Bernadette Towan  
 

òAll knitterly creation stems from one simple element: 

yarn.  

It is the bakerõs flour, the jewellerõs gold, the          

gardenerõs soil.  

Yarn is the creation, consolation, and chaos all spun 

together into one perfect ball.ó  

Clara Parkes  
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From The  

Art Room  

Animal Club  

From our membersé 
On the 28 th  of March on Thursday we talked about the 

sorts of activities we will do in animal club next term. 

We had four activities to choose from. They included 

making cards,   making an animal chain, adopting an 

animal from Melbourne Zoo and making a book. And 

everyone voted and the adoption and cards won. We 

might make a book that tells the story of our club 

adopting an animal.  

Next we had a couple of animal stories. We got some 

pop corn, saw some pictures, and watched some animal 

story emails. One email was about a man who rescued 

a family of ducks and there was a very funny email of a 

dog who kept going down a slide into a swimming pool.  

Written by Taisei Sasaki, Kaylyn Lazzara and Katrina 

Pizzey 

 

 

P.S. Qadeer brought his fish along and told us how to 

take good care of them. Thanks Qadeer!  

Mrs Thomson.  

Hi everyone!  

Weõve had a very busy term 1 in Animal Club and 

weõre all wondering where did the time go?! 

Judging by the childrenõs update below it will be full 

steam ahead next term so stay tunedé 

Iõd like to say a HUMUNGOUS thank you to our     

fabulous parent helpers this term. Youõve all been so 

wonderful to the children and I and we look forward 

to working with you in term 2.  

Thanks also to Mrs Cheesman and Mrs Lillis who  

happily carry out many ôbehind the scenesõ animal 

club tasks in the office.  

See you all next term when we spend time together 

helping creatures in lots of special ways!  

Happy animal caring!  

Mrs Thomson  

 

P.S. Our friend Narelle the wildlife carer has been so 

busy caring for all the creatures that she has not been 

able to make it to assembly to thank everyone in  

person. She has asked me to pass on her sincerest 

and most heartfelt thanks to the WHOLE Donvale  

community for supporting her and her friends by your 

very generous donations. She assures me, everything 

you gave is in full use!  

Canteen 
What's On The Menu  

The canteen will be open as normal tomorrow being 

the last day of term.  Counter sales and lunch orders 

available.   

 
New Menu/Newsletter Winter 2009  
All families should receive a copy of the new winter 

menu 2009 together with the snippets.  Have a good 

read as there are some changes.  

 
Free Range eggs 
Thank you to Lauren who is a new prep parent who is 

kindly giving me eggs to use in the canteen.  

 

Wishing you all to a nice relaxing break and a 

Happy Easter.  Kalo PasCa as we would say in 

Greek.  

 
Keep Healthy  

Angie Drakos  

Canteen Management  
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C.R.E. NEWS  
Christian Religious Education  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
2nd -  23rd April  
Amy E, Natalie M, Kelli D, Courtenay K, 

Daniel C, Joel D, Bailey L, Amy R, Rachael B, 

George Chia, James B, David B, Jaydah B, 

Carys H, Angelina T, Liam Y,  

Saahil B  

Our first look at Easter in CRE this year is when we 

celebrate with the disciples the coming of Jesus into 

Jerusalem and how he was warmly welcomed and 

celebrated as "the one who comes in the Name of the 

Lord."  

 

Jesus knew, however, that there were some who hated 

him and were plotting his death. But he continued to 

teach his disciples his way, which was one of love and 

service to others, and he showed this by washing the 

feet of the disciples the night before he was arrested.  

 

He showed his great love for all people when he gave 

his life on the cross, paying the penalty for our  

failures so that we could be accepted by God.  

 

We also look at Jesus after he came back to life,  

talking with two disciples who were distraught and 

didn't understand why Jesus had to die. They didn't  

realize he was the one actually talking with them!  

Jesus explained to them that this was God's plan all 

along, and that it had been prophesied in the Old   

Testament many years ago. They were filled with joy 

when they realised it was Jesus they had been talking 

with, and that he was alive again.  

 

What a wonderful message of love God has for each of 

us. May you know his love this Easter.  

 

God bless, 

Judith Grayden  

 OSHClub 

News 

Friday 3 rd  April is the last day of the school term and 

will be finishing at 2:30pm as per usual. OSHClub will 

be opening at 2:30pm that day to coincide with the 

early finish of school, so if you need to use the pro-

gram get give us a call and we will book you in for that 

day. 

 

As many people know the school has a website, As of 

term 2 I will have a page on the schoolõs website. With 

this page I will be continually uploading new  

information such as the weekly programs, holiday  

program information, important links and Special 

OSHClub events in the up coming weeks. So when the 

new term comes round check out the page to see 

whatõs new. 

 

To all families, have a safe and happy holiday break 

and I will see you all in the new term.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Glenn Frankish - Donvale Primary OSHC  
 
 

I also have attached a report by a student who attend 

after school care and had fun with our electronic  

tinkering activity during the week.  

 

 

On Tuesday we had a scavenger hunt. It took us 

ages to a blue strip that had a number on it. There 

were 4 blue strips to find. Glenn hid the blue strips 

all around the basketball court and one in the  

garden. When they were all found we went inside 

and Glenn gave out 4 squishy dinosaurs to the 4 

people that got the blue strips. It was really fun to 

do.    

 

By Julia Hawkins  



FROM THE STUDENTS  

SPORTS REPORTS 
On the 26 th  of March The Girls Rounders Team played 

against Saint Gregory's. We Won 17 -8. The sports 

awards went to Niyoosha and Leah for their great 

sportsmanship. At the end we had a fun game. We 

mixed up the teams and had some fun playing against 

half of our team and half of the other team. During 

the fun game one of the main highlights was when 

Sophia performed a spectacular catch with her arms 

and at the same time getting a player out from the 

other team. Well done to all the girls who played on 

the Girls Rounders Team. You did a fantastic job!  

Mariah  

 

On Thursday the 26 th  of March we played cricket 

against ST Gregõs. We lost by 5 runs, the highlights 

were Jakõs throw at the stumps, Adamõs batting and 

Jackõs bowling.  We played really good, but they 

played better.  The sports award went to Jak Love and 

Adam Harris.  

BY Jake McCormack 4P  

   

On Thursday we played Doncaster B. We played in 

the rain Doncaster B were a little challenging. The 

scores were 27-6 we won. The awards went to Biaggio.  

BY Adam Ward  

 

 

Basketball Grand Final  
On the weekend I played in my bas-

ketball grand final we played at 

1.00pm. 

My team is called the Doncats the 

team we played were called the 

Eltham Wildcats.  

The position I played was defence I 

played against the hardest girl on 

the other team.  

I didnõt get any goals because I was to busy playing on 

her.  

The scores were Doncats 16, Eltham Wildcats 13.  

I felt very nervous because I really wanted to win and 

we did!!  

We are the PREMIERS  

By Jess Smithies   

 

 

On the weekend I had my basketball Grand final. Iõm 

in CB grading under 10ns. It was at Eltham College. 

At the start we were up by six. Then two of our best 

players got subbed off, me and Jackson. So they fol-

lowed us up to fourteen. Then the siren went for half 

time. We had to do more defence. When we got back 

on court we started smashing them for the rest of the 

game. At the end we won by 22 points. We got a blue 

flag. by Lachlan Harry  

 

 

Meet The Junior School Councillors  
Name:    Zac Panourias  

What is one of your hobbies?    Footy 

What makes you laugh?  Jokes 

If you could visit one place in the world, where would 

it be?   Thailand  

Which three people (dead or alive), would you invite 

to a party?    Soldierboy  

What is your greatest achievement?  School council  

 

Name:    Fraser Hansen  

What is one of your hobbies?     

Playing with friends  

What makes you laugh?  Jokes 

What are you passionate about?   Reading  

If you could change one thing in the world, what 

would it be?  

Change cars into hover cars  

If you could visit one place in the world, where would 

it be?    

My cousinõs house 

Which three people (dead or alive), would you invite 

to a party?     

Jack, Will  and Phoebe  

What is your greatest achievement?  

Being in JSC  

 

Name:    Fraser Hansen  

What is one of your hobbies?     

Playing with friends  

What makes you laugh?   

Jokes 

What are you passionate about?  

Reading  

If you could change one thing in the world, what 

would it be?  

Change cars into hover cars  

If you could visit one place in the world, where would 

it be?    

My cousinõs house 

Which three people (dead or alive), would you invite 

to a party?     

Jack, Will  and Phoebe  

What is your greatest achievement?  

Being in JSC  

 

Name:    Justin Karadimos  

What is one of your hobbies?     

Skateboarding  

What makes you laugh?    Daniel, Chris  

What are you passionate about?  Food 

If you could change one thing in the world, what 

would it be?  

People could fly  

If you could visit one place in the world, where would 

it be?    

Gold Coast 

Which three people (dead or alive), would you invite 

to a party?     

Robert, Daniel, Chris  

What is your greatest achievement?  

Black belt in karate  



DPS Playgroup News  
 

Playgroupers had a very exciting visitor to their 

weekly session yesterday.  The Easter Bunny came 

to Donvale Primary School.  None of us got to meet 

him but our grade four helpers Phoebe and Bridget 

said they saw him hopping away and they guarded 

all the eggs from the black cockatoos who were 

watching from the pine trees!  He left lots of easter 

eggs for us to collect and our mum's even let us 

eat a couple of them.  Some of the mum's made 

the day even more exciting by painting our faces 

and making us look like the Easter Bunny or like 

Easter Eggs or like butterflies.  It was so much fun.  

We can't wait to come back to playgroup after the 

holidays.  If there are any other children who 

would like to come to playgroup they need to 

ring Seamus' mum, her name is Rebecca and 

her phone number is 9841 6885.  We hope 

you like the pictures of us hunting for eggs!  

 
 


