
Enrol for 2010  
Enrolments are being taken for the coming year. If 

you have a prep and have not yet enrolled them at our 

school, please contact the office for an enrolment pack. 

If you know of a family considering schools for next 

year, please on our behalf, make a personal approach 

to them, inviting them to call and make a time for a 

personal tour with either myself or Mrs Bartsch.  

 

If, for whatever reason you will not be returning to 

DPS next year, please let us know so we can make 

arrangements for 2010 with accurate figures of       

students.  

 

Come and see 
I would like to invite all families when picking up or 

dropping of your child, to make the time to walk 

around our school and view the great displays on show 

around the corridors. Your children take great pride in 

doing their work, and they greatly value others      

looking at their fine efforts. We all like                         

acknowledgement and your children create great 

work, so letõs celebrate it. Please take the time. 

 

School Nurse 
Two school nurses spoke to our October PA meeting on 

Monday, a very informative sessions. They have this 

week been checking our Level 1 students. It is worth 

remembering that they will also provide a limited  

diagnosis service for any student at our school if      

referred. If you consider that your child does have a 

medical issue which may be impacting on their     

learning, you can talk to your class teacher who will 

arrange a possible referral for you to talk to the school 

nurse.  
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Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 

Friday 30th October  
¶ Whole School Disco                                          

5.30-7.00pm:  Prep, Grades 1 & 2                   

7.30-9.30pm:  Grades 4, 5 and 6  

 

Tuesday 3rd November  
¶ Melbourne Cup Day  
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If you are passing the front 

entrance of our school, take 

a look at the newest         

acquisition in the garden 

bed adjacent to the òbig  

pencilsó. We now have a 

wonderful bird feeder      

provided by the       

Tourogiannis family.  

This wonderful bird feeder 

was built by Mrs        

Tourogiannisõs father for our 

school, painted and then     

installed last weekend by Mr Chris Tourogiannis, Mrs 

Tõs husband. The animal club and our Veggie Club 

and 3T have all taken a keen  interest in its            

construction. Student monitors have been placing food 

on the tray to lure hungry birds to it, and I am already      

noticing that it has begun to be used by local birds.  

 

Thanks go to all the members of the Tourogiannis 

family for their efforts and especially to Mrs Nikki 

Tourogiannis for her      

support, initiative and    

efforts to encourage her 

family to help us at 

School. Greatly              

appreciated.  

Thursday 5th November  
¶ During lunchtime:  Vet visiting Animal Club  

 

Friday 6th November  
¶ Gala Hockey Day at Doncaster Hockey Club  



Guests come to help  
Yesterday, we were fortunate to have 4 delightful    

ladies come to our school from Greenview Retirement  

Village to work with 4 of our grades. This initiative 

has been taken up by staff as a way of working with 

our local community in a win/win situation. Our     

students will get the benefit of wonderful insight into 

and support from mature adults who have so much to 

offer and give back. We hope that we can provide a 

caring and friendly place for them to look forward to 

coming to and be a worthwhile part of. The initial   

success seems to indicate that it will continue in the 

coming weeks, which we are very pleased about.  

 

REMINDERS: 
¶ School hats - 99% of children are wearing DPS 

hats. Please support us in looking after YOUR 

childõs welfare by ensuring they have a DPS hat 

at school EACH DAY. For their sake  

¶ Student DISCO tomorrow evening - You 

must have pre -paid and obtained your tickets 

and provided the staff running the evening with 

written consent. Students NOT attending our 

school are not permitted to attend. You must 

drop them off and pick them up at the           

designated time. No tickets will be sold at the 

door. Thanks to a large number of parents who 

have volunteered to be òbouncersó on the       

evening. Only with your support can we run 

such fun, anticipated student activities. Special 

thanks to the PA mums who have organised the 

event.  

¶ Saturday December 5 th  is our Bunnings BBQ. 

We need many families to come along and serve 

at Nunawading  Bunnings  on that day ,so we 

can make lots of money to spend on new fur-

nishings for our new  building. Please see Garry 

Wolf or Kathryn Soterales if you can help for an 

hour or so. It is a fun and enjoyable time.  

 

Have a great week and good luck with the cup!!!  
 

GARRY BRIGGS 
 

The Assistant Principal  

General News  
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HEAD LICE 
Just a reminder to all parents to keep checking your 

child/renõs hair for any signs of head lice.  If your 

child has head lice, please let the office know or the 

class teacher so that we can send home a note to all 

other parents in the grade. Thank you.  

 

KILOMETER CLUB 
We have now run a massive 1544.5kms 

and would be in Ballina.  

 

We have 200 more kms to run before we make it to 

Brisbane.  

 

Have you heard that Miss Henderson has put out a 

school challenge.   

 

Put November 11th on your calendar, letõs see how 

many kilometers we can do together.  

 

See you next week. 

 

 

communication between home and school. Some good 

suggestions were made which we will investigate. 

Among Donvale Primary Schoolõs greatest strengths 

were: 

¶ A positive and supportive learning environment 

that promotes high achievement.  

¶ A strong commitment to  developing each child 

beyond academic goals and a focus on positive 

behaviours.  

¶ An atmosphere of inclusion and great early   

intervention.  

¶ Our teachers and support staff - their dedication, 

knowledge and experience and love of the     

children.  

¶ Our grounds and classrooms.  

¶ Great community atmosphere.  

¶ Fantastic PA and Grounds committees.  

¶ Before and After -school care. 

¶ Family activity nights.  

¶ Excellent Canteen.  

 

Thank you to all who completed the survey.  
 

Wendy Bartsch  

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
3T 

Whole School Parent Survey  
Results of the recent Parent Survey have been       

compiled and will be shared with staff as we plan for 

2010 and beyond. It was great to have so much      

positive feedback about our school programs. There is 

overwhelming support for extra -curricular sporting  

activities, parents are generally very happy with our 

transition program, they love Mathletics, the School 

Production was deemed,  by the vast majority, to be a 

huge success and many are seeing the benefits of a 

more structured approach to the teaching of spelling 

and grammar. We were surprised at the number of 

respondents who do not access our website and there 

were mixed feelings about the level and types of     



KILOMETER CLUB CHALLENGE 
We want you!  November the 11th we want as many 

people to turn up to run, walk, jump or skip with us.  

 

If you have never turned up before this, this is the 

week to do it.  Bring your mum, dad, brother, sister, 

cat or dog. 

 

Mr Pianta and Mr Briggs come and join our    

challenge.  

 

11TH NOVEMBER  

Letõs see how many kms we can do together. 

 

VSN (Victorian Student Number)  
Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  

Our school is working with the Department of          

Education and Early Childhood Development to        

allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each  

student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number that is   

being assigned to all students in government and      

non-government schools, and students in Vocational 

Education and Training Institutions. The number, 

which is unique to each student, will be used as a key 

identifier on a studentõs school records, and will      

remain with the student throughout his or her       

education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is 

nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable 

information about the student (name, gender, date of 

birth). The introduction of the Victorian Student 

Number will provide the capability to accurately     

detect patterns of student movement through, and 

departure from, the Victorian education and training 

system. 

 

It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of 

timely and accurate data about education in Victoria. 

The Department collects information to track            

improvements made to the education system, identify 

areas that require further improvement, and to    

analyse trends and identify future needs. The VSN 

will improve the accuracy, reliability and              

completeness of this information, providing a better 

basis for assessing needs and developing policies to 

meet them.  

 

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, 

enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.  

 

If you want to know more about the VSN please see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/

governance/vsn/overview.htm  

 

 From The  

Sports Coach  
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Girls Rounders Grand Final  
Was played today against Milgate Primary School.  

Both schools won the right to play off in the Eastern 

Yarra Zone Grand Final by progressing unbeaten 

through the previous district play -offs.  To put this 

achievement into perspective, some 110 schools       

entered the championship in Term 1 as part of      

Summer inter -school sport competition competing in 

eight different sporting districts.   

So girls, and Mrs Pianta (coach) we are extremely 

proud of your achievement, dedication and great 

sportsmanship you have all shown as you progress to 

the Grand Final.  

 

Postscript:  

This game was played at 11.30 am. with an official 

draw, 9 runs a piece! A final innings was played with 

result 11 to 9 runs, Milgate won! The girls couldnõt 

have tried or played any harder. A fantastic result and 

a brilliant effort for Donvaleõs first season of  

Inter -school sport. 

 

Gala Hockey Day  
Is on Friday 6th November for those children who have 

participated in the After School Hockey Program.  

Please return permission form and payment by 5th 

Nov.  The bus will leave school at 9.00am for the Don-

caster Hockey Club, and children will return to school 

by 3.00pm.  

 

Level 3 Bike Education.  
Will begin on the 9th November (3PH), 10th November 

(3G) and 11th November (3T and 3H) due to Cup Day 

holiday.  Please ensure your childõs bike/scooter and 

helmet is in safe cycling condition.  

 

Mr Pianta  

 OSHClub 

News 

 Indoors Outdoors 

Monday  Home made    bub-

bles 

Free craft  

Tug of war  

Tuesday HOLIDAY   

Wednesday Photo frames  Red/green light  

Thursday  Placemats Treasure hunt  

Friday  Paper chain     

people 

Relays 



 

Last week Roots and Shoots members were treated to a fabulous and informative talk on marsupials and 

monotremes by our special guest speaker, Haiden Rollason in 3P/H.  

As a past teacher of Haidenõs and a fellow animal lover I was so very impressed with the way he engaged club 

members, as well as the preparation of the poster he displayed.  

Mrs Hodgens and Haidenõs dad Scott were also very impressed!  I was proud of the other club members and 

was blown away by some of the questions they asked, even after I made the comment that I thought we     

wouldnõt be able to come up with any! A special mention to Jake and Zed Glover who asked so many relevant 

and thoughtful questions that I had to wind them up!  

Look below to see Haiden proudly giving his talk and his demonstration of how big kangaroos can grow, by   

using his dadõs height. Also, read below to find out what two of our club members thought of Haidenõs talk.  

 
Hi. I am Maddy Thomas and Maddy Larder.  

  

Today at animal club Haiden Rollason did a wonderful talk about marsupials.   It was so cool it folded out and 

well about information and I mean a lot of facts.  

  

Haiden and his best friend/assistant, Luke Heir, like seriously it was the longest talk but very colourful and set 

out wonderfully. He spoke clearly and slow so you could hear him.   He also did fantastic pictures, it looked 

real.  There was not much questions because he knew most of them and covered it all up.   He faced the people, his 

fans and did not have to face his poster that much.   He did it like que cards.   One of his biggest fans was Mrs 

Hodgens (Alanna) for teachers.    

Thank you for reading.  

Thanks ð come again. 

  

By Maddy Thomas and Maddy Larder.  
 

Parents are welcome to come along to our next meeting on Thursday the 

5th  of November to hear a talk from a Vet and her pooch! It should be very 

informative.  

 

Roots and Shoots members have worked very hard to make a lovely end 

of year magazine page, but unfortunately I was a bit greedy. There are so 

many wonderful things to include in the magazine that clubs are only 

supposed to have one page each. Whoops, we made two! I had to include 

the page that showed off our new club logo and didnõt want anyone to 

miss out, so please see the back of Snippets for a sneak peak of the other 

half of our       

Animal Club 

magazine page. I 

will give all club 

members a copy 

of their wonderful double page at our last meeting for 

the year. Iõm throwing a big lunch time party to thank 

all members and parent helpers for their hard work 

this year! Stay tuned for the date.  

 

My possums and sugar glider say thanks to Zoe and 

Clare Taylor. The new blankets help them to sleep 

soundly during the day!  

 

Happy animal caring everyone.  


