
Thanksé 
To all the parents who made the effort to come along 

on Tuesday evening, thank you very much. It was a 

very positive, supportive evening where you could 

meet the staff and they could chat to you in an  

informal setting.  

Thank you to our School Captains and Deputy School 

Captains who hosted the parents and were guides. 

Also thanks to the many children who came up and 

demonstrated the new Mathletics Program which we 

have subscribed to for every student to have 24hr  

access to an exciting, challenging, educational Maths 

Program.  

 

School Council elections  2009éé 
Following the close of nominations for 

the three Parent Rep positions, we 

have had five candidates nominate for 

those positions. The voting slip will 

come home today, 1 per family, and 

you have until Wednesday 11 th      

March 4:00pm to cast your vote.  

Please place the completed voting slip in the provided 

envelope and either send it to school or drop it in at 

the school office. Counting will take place on  

Wednesday 11th  with the poll declared on Thursday 

12th  March.  

 

Best of luck to each candidate and thanks for taking 

the interest to stand for our School Council.  

PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

26th February 2009  
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Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 

Friday 27th February  
¶ Chocolate Drive finishes  

¶ 9.00-11.00:  Templestowe/Doncaster Historical 

Society speak to level 3  

¶ CLEAN UP SCHOOL DAY  

 

Sunday 1st March 
¶ 9.00-12.30:  Working Bee  
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Government  Grantsé 
The Federal Government last week announced a  

significant program to spend millions of dollars on  

developing schools. Some money may be available for 

capital expenditure, while a smaller grant may be 

available for infrastructure, development and  

maintenance.  

There are no firm details to date, but we are certainly 

hoping that this program will go ahead in the near 

future and that our School will be the worthy recipient 

of our share of the projected millions. I will certainly 

keep you informed of any progress in this regard.  

 

Statement from DEECD:  

The recent email S072 -2009 Federal Governmentõs 

Building the Education Revolution Program states a 

need to significantly fast -track design, procurement 

and construction processes within the Building the 

Education Revolution Program that includes:  

Primary Schools for the 21st Century :  every pri-

mary school, including Prep -Year 12 schools and spe-

cial schools, will receive funding under this program. 

Funding will be provided for the construction of facili-

ties including libraries, multi -purpose halls, sheltered 

outdoor learning areas or early learning facilities, 

classrooms or refurbishment of existing facilities.  

Science and Language Centres : around 500 new 

science or language learning centres will be funded in 

secondary schools across Australia.   Eligible schools 

will need to have a demonstrated need, readiness and 

capacity to complete the facilities before June 30, 2010.  

Thursday 5th March  
¶ 7.30pm:  Chefõs Toolbox Fundraiser for Bushfire 

Appeal  

 

Friday 6th March  
¶ 9.30-12.00:  District Swimming  

 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Monday 9th March  
¶ Labour Day Holiday  



National School Pride program:  every Australian 

school will be eligible to receive funding for  

maintenance and minor building works. Funding will 

be allocated on the basis of maintenance and minor 

works needs and on student enrolments.  

 

Next Mondayõs Assemblyé 
We are hoping that at next Mondayõs assembly, a  

representative from GE Lighting Victoria will present 

our school with the cheque for $10,000.  We will be  

Utilizing this money to continue our sustainability  

initiatives around the school. This is a wonderful 

òbonusó and will allow us to extend and expand our 

environmental program considerably.  
 

Please consider our 
neighbours éé 
Could I please ask all drivers 

who pick up children from 

school to be very aware of where 

you are parking. I have had a small number of  

complaints from local neighbours who are having  

inconsiderate drivers parking across their driveways. 

This is very inconsiderate and I ask, òhow would you 

feel if somebody was parking across your driveway 

preventing you from getting in or out of your  

property?ó.  Our neighbours are very kind to us and 

we need to show them consideration in this regard.  

I thank you for your continued cooperation.  

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Next Sunday, we hope you will join us at 

our Term 1 Working Bee between 9:00am -

12:30pm . This will be followed by a BBQ, put 

on by our PA. Please remember that your     

children are most welcome to come along and 

help, but they must be accompanied by an 

adult. We have many tasks, so come along  and 

join in and make your childõs school a nicer, 

safer place to learn and have fun at.  

¶ Chocolates from our Fundraiser are due 

back to school.  Could you please make a big 

effort to return the money or chocolates to the 

PA Mums, either before or after school at their 

storeroom adjacent to the junior sails area play 

ground.  

¶ If you intend to help in your childõs      

classroom this year,  we would ask that you 

make an effort to attend our important program 

to equip you to do so. Mrs Bartsch is running a 

Parent Helpers program on Tuesday 3rd March  

at 9.10am  

¶ From next week our 38 Level 1 (prep)   

children will spend full time at school for 

the first time.  The testing is done and now itõs 

on with the learning. We welcome them to our 

school on a full time basis and wish them a   

wonderful learning journey with Mrs. Thomson 

and Miss Pyne.  

General News  

 From The  

Sports Coach  
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Special thanks to:  
¶ Kathryn Soteralas and Tracey Radford who 

were wonderful helpers on Wednesday           

afternoon. Your kindness and caring is what 

makes DPS such terrific school.  

¶ Marina Younger for cutting up our fruit for L4 

sport this week. Thanks for all the families who 

provided the fruit to share with their team 

mates and opposition.  

 

 

Have a great week everyoneééééé 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

New Education Tax Refund  
The federals Governmentõs Education Tax Refund 

aims to assist as many people as possible with the 

costs of primary and secondary school education.  

The information sheet attached to Snippets contains 

key messages about the Education Tax Refund,  

including who is eligible, what expense can be 

claimed, how to make a claim and where to go for 

more information.  It is important to keep all receipts 

for expenses that can be claimed.  

Today our Level 4 children participated in Inter School Sport 

(round 2) against Donburn.  Reports from these matches will 

appear in snippets next week. 

 

District Swimming Sports  
The Annual District Swimming Sports are on Friday 

6th March at Aquarena Doncaster.  Congratulations to 

those children competing and please attempt some 

training/practice in the even/events you are  

competing in (50 metres).  Parents are most welcome 

to attend and support our children on this day.  The 

program will begin at 9.30am and finish at  

approximately 1.00pm.  There will be NO interschool 

sport next week due to the swimming  

 

Thank you.  

Mr Pianta  



Korean Holiday ð Part I 

Practising their English 

With all the heat and the tragedy of the recent bush fires my 

summer holiday almost seems a blur.  

Thank you very much to the Donvale Community who  

supported me and wished me well before I left for Korea. I had 

an absolutely amazing time away. This trip helped me to grow 

on a professional level as well as a personal one ð I think that is 

an inevitable outcome of any travel. Iõd especially like to thank 

Rick Gordon, Jane Petty, Garry Briggs, Jane Hancock and Val 

Galanou for their support in preparing me to go; I hate to sound 

like a bad Academy Awardõs speech but each one of them played 

their part in influencing my decision to go, so thank you.  

Where do I start? Well many people have asked me if I actually 

feel rested having worked over the breakébelieve it or not I 

was very rested when I came back to work and strangely alert!  

I travelled for a total of 28 days. Of that time I taught English as a Second Language (ESL) on 16 of those days. 

10 days were whole days and 6 were half days. The students had 7 hours of class per day, which was a hard 

slog for them considering they were on their winter vacation. On top of that the students had to receive  

homework from me, my teaching assistant and additional homework from their parents each night. With my 

western mindset this seemed extreme as the children would complain from time to time about being tired due 

to the work.  

The first class I taught was a two week camp which had the same amount of English as we would teach in 7 

weeks! I only had 10 students in my class and they were aged 12 to 13 Korean years. You could take up to 2 

years off a personõs age in Korea as you are considered 1 year old from birth and then all Koreans turn a year 

older on January 1 st each year. This group, Global - 9 we were called, were very good at understanding the  

English structure but needed to practise speaking it. The students in this particular class did not like one  

another and a few of them were really homesick, which added another dimension to this experience. Toward 

the end of the camp the class were beginning to gel.  

In my second class, Premium - 2, I taught them in their final week of a 3 week camp.  Again it was a small 

class of 12 students and they were aged 15 to 16 Korean years. Their first teacher was a Canadian and the stu-

dents were very used to the sound of her accent; it was bizarre to be made fun of with my Aussie accent! But it 

really did sound strange next to a Canadian and or Korean English accent. I didnõt mind the jokes because this 

class were so much fun to teach. This class genuinely liked one another and it was so sad for them when they 

had to leave. I was very glad to be a part of this teaching experience. We had a few comical characters in this 

grade; it wasnõt a rare experience to have some of the kids break out into English Karaoke during classé

Usually Brittany Spears!  

Throughout the camp, 17 classes altogether, the students were banned from speaking Korean during their stay 

and had to adopt an English name for the duration of camp. At first I disagreed with this but we all decided to 

have a bit of a laugh with it. Kevin, Kim and Lee were popular choices, although some children named them-

selves odd names like, òOneó, òLionó, and òNachoó. I decided that if any children in my class didnõt have an 

English name when they arrived I would name them after our Royal family, couldnõt get any more English! I 

only got the satisfaction of naming òWilliamó and òAndrewó, òHarryó was already in my class, only he answered 

to òHarry Potteró ð No Joke!I would love to tell you more but youõll need to stay tuned for the next publication 

of Snippets for Part II - Miss Smith  

The iHUFS teaching 

team  

   

 

 

 

 

 

                      The challenges of eating with a knife and fork   
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As I write this, our first Animal Club meeting for 2009 

is about to get underway at lunch time. Stay tuned for 

the update written by the children in Snippets next 

week. .. 

Thank you to Jaqui Frigo, George Jaeggi, Lorel De 

Angelis & Kim Magner  who have jumped on board to 

help our many committed animal club members this 

year. The children and I will really benefit from your 

support. I canõt wait for you all to hear about what the 

children decide to do in animal club this year.  

Below are a few photos of some of the little creatures 

fortunate enough to be rescued from the bushfire 

zones by Narelle (the wildlife carer) and her friends, 

so you can see how all of your kind donations have 

been put to good use. Iõve also included a couple of  

excerpts from the emails Narelle sends to update me 

on the plight of the creatures and the people she  

encounters.  

ôOur mouths are so dry from the ash that we breathe 

in.   The ground is still hot that we are walking 

on.  Our suits are so heavy making it hard to run.   The 

ash is so thick it feels like we're walking on wet 

sand.  The smoke makes it almost impossible to 

breathe.   A few of us have collapsed, I did twice  

today.   I spotted a wombat and he was fine, he was 

just having a lay in the sun then he got up and went 

into his burrowé 

Once again, on my drive home, I re -evaluate the day, 

flashbacks of what I've encountered during the day 

enter my mind, I have a bit of a cry for all who didn't 

make it, pull myself together so I can see my girls and 

my animals.   I appreciate all I have and am very 

thankful that we werenõt anywhere near those areas 

when the fires broke outé 

Since I've been up here, the only ones I've seen  

rescued and brought back to triage here are 2  

possums, 1 koala and a wallaby that I rescued  

today.   That was a tricky rescue.   I spotted him in a 

little quarry on our search for him reported by a  

member of the public earlier.   I noticed that he wasn't 

presenting normal behaviour and I suspected his 

hocks (feet) were burnt. So after a while we managed 

to corner him then he went into a dam and yes, we 

went in after him. We returned to base with wallaby, 

myself and another guy soaking wet, slimy, smelling 

like god knows what, but we rescued him! I have a 

photo of him wrapped in a blanket that someone from 

your school kindly donated. We called him Nokia  

because we lost our phones when we went into the 

dam.  We don't think of those consequences when we 

are on a quest to save an animal. So we dried out our 

overalls, and continued oné 

I sincerely want to say a big thank you to all the fire 

fighters, search and rescuers, police, ambulance, Red 

Cross, Salvation Army and all those who have  

generously donated and helped out in this time of 

needó  é Narelle Thompson. 

Happy animal caring!  

Mrs Thomson J  

 OSHClub 

News 

I have some good news QJP\ OSHClub now offer a 

fully electronic enrolment system for our everyday 

program and our holiday programs. So check out the 

website and sign up today, you never know when you 

might need to use the program.  

 

The website is: http://www.qjp.com.au/   

 

Holiday program enrolments will be opened up next 

week on the OSHClub website as above.  
 

OHSC PROGRAM FOR THE WEEK OF THE 2 nd  

March  
 

 
 

Just a reminder to all parents and kids just like the 

school we also have a hat and sunscreen policy for all 

kids and staff going outside during term 1 and 4, so if 

your child doesn't have a hat please get one for them 

as soon as possible as I canõt let them go outside  

without one.  

 

Yours sincerely, Glenn Frankish - Donvale Primary 

OSHC 

  INDOORS OUTDOORS 

MONDAY Science ï Cold 
things 

Painted posts 

Basketball 
Volley ball 

TUESDAY Indoor sports 

Painted posts 
Scavenger hunt 
Octopus 

WEDNES-
DAY 

Painted posts 

Mask making 
Kick ball 
Cricket 

THURS-
DAY 

Painted posts 

Glue\sand pictures 

Treasure hunt 

Cricket 
Volley ball 

FRIDAY 

  
Free craft (all is on 
offer) 
Library 

Painted posts 

Netball 
Dodge ball 

Animal Club  

Rescuing one of the animals 

http://www.qjp.com.au/

