
Maths can certainly be fun.  
Last night we had 80+ Donvale parents and students 

who came along and enjoyed an hour and a half of 

Maths fun. Mrs Pianta and our Maths Team arranged 

for a presenter from the Maths association to facilitate 

a fun evening for all involved. The maths games we 

played were fun and easy and I would urge all families 

to continue to support us and their children by playing 

games and making Maths a fun activity in your daily 

life. If you would like more ideas contact your class 

teacher or Mrs Pianta for further details.  

 

Class creation for 2010.  
As 2010 approaches we are currently considering 

structures for classes for next year. When teachers 

create classes many factors are considered involving 

the academic, emotional and social mix of the class. 

The friendships of the child are also considered but it 

is not always possible for your child to be placed with 

the children they want. If this happens you should 

encourage your child to see this as an opportunity to 

get to know other children. A childõs social               

development is just as important as their academic 

development. Teachers have insightful knowledge of 

the students and work very hard to ensure the best 

educational environment is provided for your child.  

If you have a valid educational reason  which you feel 

will impact on your childõs placement for next year you 

need to make an appointment to see Mrs Bartsch or 

myself.  Requests must be based on sound educational 

rationale. Personal preference for staff is not          

considered as an educational reason. Please note that 

I cannot indicate class structures or allocation of staff  
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Friday 23rd October  
¶ Level 3 Regional Hooptime Finals at            

Nunawading Basketball Stadium  

 

Wednesday 28th October  
¶ 3.30-4.30:  After School Hockey Program  

WEEKLY DIARY  

Snippets 

1 

to classes/roles as these aspects have not been       

finalised yet.  

 

Process : 

¶ Parents must make an appointment to see Mrs 

Bartsch or myself between Monday October 

26th  and Wednesday 4 th  November  as I will 

not consider requests after this time.  

¶ We will arrange to meet with parents who wish 

to make a submission during this time .  
 

Website Advertising.  
Last week we published an article in Snippets, titled, 

òSchool Website Ads a big hitó. I have requested     

responses from our school community to assist us in 

evaluating this potential I would urge you to read the 

article which is also available from the Office. As yet I 

have not had any response from our school             

community. Your input is being sought. This issue has 

also been agendered for our October PA meeting on 

Monday 26 th  October in our LOTE room at 9:20am 

immediately following Assembly.  

 

Building Project Update.  
Next week the concrete will be laid and then the slab 

will be poured in the following week, a major step. 

Please keep positive and stay informed. Your children 

will be the beneficiaries.  

Once again I must insist that all school community 

members follow the instructions of the builders for 

theirs and our safety.  

Thursday 29th October  
¶ Prep excursion to Collingwood Farm  

 

Friday 30th October  
¶ Whole School Halloween Disco  



2010 Enrolments are now being taken.  
We are still taking enrolments for next year. I would 

invite all families who have children commencing 

school in 2010 to call into our office to collect an       

enrolment pack and make a time to have a personal 

tour of our school with either Mrs. Wendy Bartsch 

(our lovely Assistant Principal) or myself. We would 

appreciate the opportunity to explain what Donvale 

PS can offer your child in 2010. Remember January 

2010 is NOT far away!!!.  

 

REMINDERS : 
¶ P A Meeting Monday at 9:20am in LOTE room. 

The School Nurse will be explaining her role 

and what parents can expect from her. Also a 

number of agendered items for discussion and 

input. Please make the time and effort to join us 

after assembly.  

 

¶ PLEASE note the change of Date for our final 

Working Bee. It is now scheduled for SUNDAY   

November 29 th  November at 9:00am,  with a 

BBQ at 12:30 for all helpers. I would plead with 

all our school families to pitch in and make the 

effort to come along. Help us help your child by 

giving up an hour or two. I look forward to    

seeing you and working with you around our 

school. 

 

¶ Hats are now compulsory each day at school. 

Please support us in our effort to look after the 

welfare and health of your child in this aspect. 

At Donvale a school hat is a MUST!!  

 

¶ We are looking for a number of parents to give 

up an hour on Saturday 5 th  December between 

9:00-4:00pm to serve at the Sausage Sizzle at 

Bunnings, Nunawading. You will be part of a 

Mum & Dad team, so please contact either Gary 

Wolf or Kathryn Soterales to indicate you will 

help. The money gained will go towards buying 

furniture for our new building in 2010, so please 

give up an hour or so.  You can be the one   

making others envious of those alluring odours 

of sausages and onions as you come out of the 

Bunnings store!!!  

 

Have a great weeké.. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

The Assistant Principal  

Walk to School Day  
It was great weather for the National Walk to School 

Day  yesterday and it was wonderful to see so many 

children and parents walking /riding to school. Many 

Donvale families regularly walk or ride to school and 

it adds to DPSõs great sense of community and       

belonging. I really enjoy greeting both children and 

parents as they arrive in the morning and the       

sunshine has been very welcome after the rain and 

mud of the last couple of weeks.  

 

School Survey 
Many thanks to those families who have completed 

the survey which came home with last weekõs      

Snippets.  We value your opinion and we will use the 

results to help in planning for the future. Surveys can 

be returned to the office.  

 

Level 1 and 2 English Interview  
Our Level 1 and 2 teachers are currently interviewing 

each child to assess their developing skills in English. 

This test is being implemented for the first time 

across Victoria and will provide teachers with       

comprehensive data in all English dimensions. This 

information will help us all to provide for the best 

teaching and learning opportunities for each student.  

 

Wendy Bartsch  
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2 

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
4R 

VSN (Victorian Student Number)  
Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  

Our school is working with the Department of          

Education and Early Childhood Development to        

allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each  

student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number that is   

being assigned to all students in government and      

non-government schools, and students in Vocational 

Education and Training Institutions. The number, 

which is unique to each student, will be used as a key 

identifier on a studentõs school records, and will      

remain with the student throughout his or her       

education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is 

nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable 

information about the student (name, gender, date of 

birth). The introduction of the Victorian Student 

Number will provide the capability to accurately     

detect patterns of student movement through, and 

departure from, the Victorian education and training 

system. 



 From The  

Sports Coach  
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It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of 

timely and accurate data about education in Victoria. 

The Department collects information to track            

improvements made to the education system, identify 

areas that require further improvement, and to analyse 

trends and identify future needs. The VSN will improve 

the accuracy, reliability and completeness of this             

information, providing a better basis for assessing 

needs and developing policies to meet them.  

 

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, 

enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.  

 

If you want to know more about the VSN please see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/

governance/vsn/overview.htm  

 

Kilometre Club News  
As a collective group we have now run 

1468kms.  This brings us to Maclean.  We 

are around 300kms south of Brisbane.  

 

We would like to acknowledge the consistent effort of 

these people for turning up nearly every week.  

Christopher & Jamie Allison, Adam and Jayden 

Bardrick, Bridget, Ingrid & Sandra Barnes, David, 

Heather, Nathan & Rachael Bourke, Rachel & Charles 

Crossan, Jack Elliott, Robert & Stuart Finch.  Special 

mention to Mrs Murphy and Mr Reiter who can outrun 

just about all of us.  

 

Hope to see you all next week.  

Janine Innes  

Thanks to the many children, 216 who walked or 

rode to school on Wednesday and the parents who 

supported the activity.  As the weather fines up, I 

encourage children to continue the òwalkingó or 

òridingó to school. 

 

Girls Rounders  
Our Girls Rounders team defeated Wattle Park on 

Friday, 13 - 5 to progress to the next round (today) 

against St Martins.  

 

Hoooptime  
Good luck to our two Level 3 Hooptime teams      

competing in Regional Finals tomorrow at the     

Nunawading Basketball Centre.  All Star Boys and 

All Star Girls.  

 

After School Hockey  
The program continues to be most enjoyable and 

very successful with the final session next     

Wednesday 28th October, due to construction at the 

Doncaster Hockey ground.  The òGala Hockey Dayó 

will be on Friday 6th November .  Information and 

permission forms will go home next week.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Mr Pianta  

 OSHClub 

News 

 Indoors Outdoors 

Monday  Straw painting  Throw tiggy  

Tuesday Movie  Starboard  

Wednesday Butter making  Cricket  

Thursday  Recycling paper  Dodgeball  

Friday  Box construction  Balloon battle  

If anyone has any boxes (cereal boxes, etc), could 

they please drop them off to OSHClub.  

 

Thank you.  

Tammie Sykes 

Canteen 
What's On The Menu  

Nachos 
Just a reminder regarding Nachos - this item is ONLY 

available on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

 

Streets Ice Cream 
Lick -A-Prize competition is back on until 

the end of the December 09.  Please        

remember to chick your sticks.  

 

 

Frozen fruit is very popular, itõs great to see so many 

students enjoying this option.  

 

Keep healthy.  

 

Angie 



FROM THE STUDENTS  

My logo represents animal club and animals, also en-
dangered animals. 
 
Sean, 4W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Caring for animals. 
Rachel, 3H 

 
 
 
 

 
 
My design means that we all care for animals. 
Vanessa, 2S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The heart shape 
means that we love all animals 

and also the meerkat. 
Chantelle F, 1T 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To rescue and 
help animals if 
they need it,    
because we care 
about them. 
Pearl, 3PH 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To save animals and say that they are important to our world! 
Abby M, 2S 

ENTRIES FROM THE HEADS & TAILS/ROOTS AND SHOOTS CLUB LOGO 
COMPETITION 


