
Thank you……………… 
To all the families who took the opportunity to come to 

school either during the day or in the evening, or both, 

to celebrate all the great things your children have 

done, thank you. The staff and more importantly, the 

children greatly appreciate you taking the time to 

come along and support us. Education week is a very 

busy time, where the great things Government School 

are doing can be acknowledged and celebrated. 

We are now taking enrolments for 2010 Level 1 (prep) 

students, so please call in at the office and collect an 

enrolment pack. I would urge all families, who know 

families who are looking at a 2010 enrolment, please 

personally invite them to call in and have a chat and 

personal tour. 

 

Great achievement………………… 
I was very privileged to attend an Eastern Region 

Awards ceremony yesterday to acknowledge the    

wonderful contribution made by many outstanding 

teachers in EMR. Both Mr John Pianta and Mr Rick 

Gordon both received awards for 35 years service to 

education. This is an outstanding achievement and 

when we reflect on the huge number of students these 

great teachers have had a positive impact on over  
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Friday 22nd May 
¶ 10.00-1.30:  Level 4 Family Life 

 

Monday 25th May 
¶ 9.15:  Parents Association meeting in the Lote 

Room 

¶ 9.10-12.30:  ôSeeing Eye Dogõ visit 

 

Tuesday 26th May 
¶ 2.15-3.15:  Level 4 Gymnastic Program 
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those years, you begin to understand what a          

commitment and great role model these two teachers 

have been. On behalf of our School Community we 

congratulate and thank you for your efforts and 

achievements. 

 

Building Plans continue to move forward… 
The excitement hasnõt yet worn off yet. The architect, 

project manager and soil tester have commenced. I 

have included in this weekõs Snippets a basic proposed 

plan of our new facility. It will be a wonderful addition 

to our buildings and enhance our teaching strategies 

and approaches. 

 

That sounds fishie!!!!! 
Thanks for all the great entries in the òname the fishó 

competition. 

The 3 names chosen are as follows: 

¶ Bubbles - suggested by Gabby    

          & Montanna, Christopher,      

          Bianca 

¶  Schoolie -  suggested by David    

           M. 

¶ Glimmer  -  anonymous. 

 

Wednesday 27th May 
¶ 9.15-10.15:  2J & 2S Gymnastic Program 

¶ 10.15-11.15:  2G & 2M  Gymnastic Program 

¶ 2.15-3.15:  3G & 3T Gymnastic Program 

¶ 7.30-8.30pm:  Prep Info Night and School  

Readiness  

 

Thursday 28th May 
¶ 10.30-12.00:  ôBiggest Morning Teaõ in the GP 

Room 

¶ Inter school sport Donvale Vs Doncaster Gar-

dens (home) 

 

Friday 29th May 
¶ 10.00-1.30:  Level 4 Family Life 



REMINDERS……… 
¶ May PA meeting next Monday 9am  .Guest 

speakers are Mr Peter Reiter talking about the   

Mathletics Program and Mrs Luanda Pianta 

( Maths Team Leader) explaining our 2009 

Maths initiatives. Come along and hear them 

speak, ask questions and keep informed. Also 

updates on our building  programs. 

 

¶ Biggest Morning Tea next Thursday from 10:30-

12:00 in our School Hall. All proceeds go to   

Cancer Research. 

 

Thanks this week to: 
¶ All the family members and teachers who     

attended the very successful working bee last 

Sunday. Special thanks to David Frigo for     

donating 2 skips for our use. 

¶ Thanks to Murray Gerraty and Frenchams 

Plants for providing plants to beautify our hall 

for Education Week. 

¶ PA Mums who provided great morning tea and 

lunch for the working bee. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 
 
 

The Assistant Principal 
Education Week 
State Schoolõs throughout Victoria have been        

celebrating teaching and learning this week and it 

was great to see so many parents and new families 

visiting Donvale yesterday.   It was wonderful to hear 

our students talking positively about all the          

wonderful programs on offer here as they guided   

visitors around the school during the day and in the 

evening. 

 

Prep Readiness Evening 
Next Wednesday we will be holding a special session 

for parents who are considering enrolling their child 

in Prep next year. This presentation will be in the 

Library at 7.30pm. Our prep teachers, Early Years 

Coordinator and I will be discussing the first year of 

school and how to best prepare children for a positive 

start to school life. Some key indicators for school  

readiness are- 

¶ Knowing how to handle a book. 

¶ Being able to tell a simple story and recount 

events in sequence. 

¶ Knowing some nursery rhymes, chants or songs 

¶ Enjoying listening to stories and joining in   

conversations. 

¶ Understanding concepts such as day/night,  

directions such as up/down, beside, between, 

over/under etc. 

¶ Following 2 simple instructions. 

¶ Recognizing and writing their name. 

¶ Sharing with others. 
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Sundayõs working bee saw a great turnout of parents 

and children on what looked like an ordinary day but 

turned out to be very pleasant working conditions! 

The main focus for the day was to prepare the school 

for the Open Day on Tuesday. Tasks included      

weeding, sweeping and clearing of debris with a lucky 

few getting to prepare Prep Information Packs. It was 

a great day and we achieved a really good result!  

 

Thanks to the following people for your great work 

and company (apologies if I miss anyone out!). 
 

Barnes family, Wendy Bartsch, Bourke family, 

Garry Briggs, Browne family, Clarke family, 

Finch family, Frigo family (Special thanks to David for 

the skips), Gerraty family, Glover family, Nitsos    

family, John Pianta, Rubens family, Sasaki family, 

Shimmin family, Soterales family, Spurr family, 

Waycott family, Widjaja/Chang family, Wolff family, 

Wood/Pizzey family, Yeoman family 

 

Thanks also to the PA for the morning tea and BBQ ð 

it was much appreciated (along with the thirst 

quenching beverages)!  

 

Murray Gerraty  

Resources. 

 

Mobile Muster 
Donvale Primary School is supporting 

òMobile Musteró ð the official recycling 

program of the mobile phone industry. 

For every 5kg of old mobile phones,     

mobile batteries and all accessories, one 

fence post will be donated to fire affected 

areas on our behalf. If we collect enough, we will even 

be in the running for individual or school prizes. 

So muster up all your old mobile phones and drop 

them in the box in the school foyer. When you do, 

make sure you pick up a raffle ticket as a thankyou! 

Phones will be collected by the Musterers after World 

Environment Day ð June 5th, 2009. 

 

LOST 
Pink wallet with photo and $3 at Hockey Gala Day.  

Was zipped up in a bag for the whole day, as no money 

was spent.  Please return to Victoria Galanou. 

Thank you. 

Innovation Showcase 
On Friday I was fortunate to attend this wonderful 

display of new educational ideas. The key note    

speakers were fabulous and many schools presented 

new and innovative ideas they are practising in their 

classrooms and schools. Iõve come back with lots of new 

ideas and knowledge. Stay tuned next week for more 

information 

 

Wendy Bartsch  



 From The 

Sports Coach  
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Over the past week some of Donvale Primary Schools 

most enthusiastic readers have been writing book   

recommendations to be put up in the library.  These 

recommendations will give other students some ideas 

on different books to read when they visit our        

wonderful library.  Parents are welcome to pop in   

before and after school to have a read of these         

fantastic reviews. 

Happy borrowing and reading! 

 

Mrs Clarke  

 OSHClub 

News 
Library News 

District Cross Country 
This afternoon a group of children represented our 

school in the Annual District Cross Country.  Each 

and every child should be extremely proud and       

satisfied with their own personal effort and        

achievement in such a demanding and difficult event.  

These children have shown a fantastic personal     

commitment by attending regular training before 

school.  A big thanks to the many parents who came 

along to encourage and support our children.  Well 

done everyone. 

 

Gala Hockey Day 
Was held yesterday for those children who have been 

attending the after school hockey program.  It was a 

most successful day where these children played up to 

7 ômatchesõ of hockey.  Great sportsmanship,        

teamwork and skill development was displayed by all. 

 

P.S.  The under 9 hockey team for Doncaster Hockey 

Club require a couple of extra players.  

Please feel free to contact the club for more 

details if your child is  interested.  (The 

same invitation goes to older groups). 

Mr Pianta  

I have some good news for all families. Garry Adams 

a regular staff member who has been working here in 

the program this year has accepted the role of 2IC 

here at Donvale. Garry will be taking on some extra 

roles for the program. Also I will be taking a step 

back in the mornings from the program and Garry 

will be filling in for me for the moment. This break is 

to give me some needed rest. 
 

OHSC PROGRAM FOR THE WEEK OF THE 
25th May 

 
Please note it is now getting colder outside. With the 

cold weather and the possible rain we may move our 

outside play to the GP room to allow the kids to still 

run around and play games, just in a more pleasant 

environment. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Glenn Frankish - Donvale Primary OSHC  

  INDOORS OUTDOORS 

MON-

DAY 

Mathletics 

Painted posts 

Netball 

Tennis 

TUES-

DAY 

Library 

Free craft (all is 

on offer) 

Octopus 

Dodge ball 

WEDNE

SDAY 

Paper mache 

Group games 

Volley ball 

Kick ball 

THURS-

DAY 

Finger painting 

Treasure Hunt 

Sand Pictures 

Cricket 

Basket ball 

FRIDAY 

  

Handicraft tech-

nology 

Sewing - pillows 

Treasure hunt 

Cricket 

Volley ball 

C.R.E. NEWS 
Christian Religious Education 

We have been learning that Jesus called his disciples 

to follow him, and just like them we will choose to  

follow Jesus or not. And part of that is choosing what 

kind of people are worth following, including in our 

social and sporting activities. 

 

Jesus taught his disciples how to live his way, and 

how to use the special abilities they had for good and 

for helping each other. Then his disciples went to 

teach Jesus' way to others. 

 

This week we are going to learn the 'Golden Rule' - to 

treat others as you want them to treat you. 

 

Have a good week.  God bless, 

Judith Grayden  
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BASKETBALL NEWS 

We are sad to say farewell to Anna Lanigan who has 

set up and coordinated the school basketball     

competition for a number of years now. We would 

like to say a huge THANK YOU to Anna for doing a 

very large time consuming job for the benefit of 

the whole school . Anna has done a fantastic job! 

Now we need to replace her! There will be a meeting 

in the library at 3.30 on Monday 

25th May to set up a committee. Anyone     

interested in helping with the running of the     

competition is welcome.  

 

Committee roles are as follows:  

 

Registrations Coordinator : Role to collect           

registration forms and register all the teams.  

 

Finance Coordinator : Role is to collect left over 

money from each Team Manager at the end of each 

Term to organise payment of training court,       

Uniforms and trophies.  

 

Teams Managers Coordinator :  Role is put together 

contact lists, scoring rosters, and fixtures and will 

be contact person for the Team Managers.  

 

Social Coordinator : Role is to organise end of      

season get together and presentations. Quarterly 

up dates via newsletter.  

 

Canõt make it to the meeting but would like to offer 

help then phone Diana 0434 027 144 or email 

dianajmcn@yahoo.com.au. All input and suggestions 

will be very welcome.  

 

 

 

News flash!               

Weõve Moved!  
 

Heads and Tails has now officially moved from the 

umbrella of the Voiceless organisation to become a 

Roots and Shoots Member of the Jane Goodall       

Institute of Australia. 

 

Jane Goodall spent many years studying             

chimpanzees in East Africa. Her work has taught 

hundreds of thousands of people about chimpanzees. 

In 1977, Jane founded the Jane Goodall Institute for 

Wildlife Research, Education and Conservation to 

provide ongoing support for field research on wild 

chimpanzees. Today, the mission of the Jane Goodall 

Institute is to advance the power of individuals to 

take informed and compassionate action to improve 

the environment for all living things. 

 

Roots & Shoots is the Jane Goodall Institute's        

environmental and humanitarian education program. 

It is a global network of youth connecting and taking 

action to make the world a better place. The Roots & 

Shoots program inspires youth of all ages to make a 

difference by becoming involved in their communities.  

The mission of Roots & Shoots is to: 

Foster respect and compassion for all living things 

Promote understanding of all cultures and beliefs 

Inspire each individual to take action and make the 

world a better place for the human, animal, and    

ecological community and the human community 

 

Our Heads and Tails group will receive support from 

the Jane Goodall Institute and our newsletters will 

later be available on their website. We are looking 

forward to working with Roots and Shoots and      

continuing our exciting program of initiatives for the 

support of animals and the environment. If you have 

any ideas for things we can do, assistance you can 

provide or you just want to know more about what we 

do please visit the next Heads and Tails meeting on 

Thursday 4th June. 

 

Did you know?  The UN has declared this year as 

Year of the Gorilla (YoG) and made Dr Jane Goodall 

the patron. If you would like to know more about 

Jane Goodall or Roots and Shoots you can go to 

www.janegoodall.org.au. 

 
 

Happy animal caring! 

Mrs Thomson, Heads & Tails members and parent 

helpers. 

mailto:dianajmcn@yahoo.com.au
http://www.janegoodall.org.au/


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
22nd-28th May 
Natasha K, Renee T, Nicolas F, Bindy S, 

Brenton M, Matthew B, Calvin C, 

Maddy T, Paul L, Alexzondra N 

 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its            
Management, and teachers do not endorse the products or services of any    
advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or                   
undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of the 
information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the               
advertisers.  

Winter and Asthma    
With the winter months approaching, it is important to be aware of the triggers that can affect 

your asthma during this season. A sudden change in temperature, such as cold air or windy days 

can be a trigger for some people with asthma. It is recommended that you take your usual dose of 

reliever medication before going out on cold, windy days. Wearing a scarf over your face will help to warm the air 

before you breathe it in. 

 

Thunderstorms can also trigger your asthma. This is due to the large quantities of pollen, in very small particles, 

being released into the air, as the raindrops break down pollen particles already in the air. It is best to stay inside 

with the windows closed during thunderstorms. Visit your doctor to determine if weather change is a trigger and 

ensure you have a written Asthma Action Plan outlining what to do for your day to day asthma, what to do if your 

symptoms worsen and how to cope with an asthma emergency. 

 

As we head toward cooler months, The Asthma Foundation of Victoria recommends that everyone with asthma 

should have a flu injection as people with asthma are at higher risk of developing complications from influenza. 

 

To obtain a FREE Asthma Control Pack, containing information to assist parents and students in managing their 

asthma, please contact Louisa or Sarah at The Asthma Foundation of Victoria or 1800 645 130 or email 

 




