
Sensational !  
This is one of the few words I can use to describe the 2 

nights of our school production. I am sure you agree 

that your childrenõs efforts on stage last night and on 

Tuesday were sensational. Many parents have already 

indicated it was one of the very best Primary School 

concerts they had seen.  

 

To all those involved in making it happen, and there 

were many, many people, thank you. This thanks 

comes from all members of our school community, but 

especially from the children, who enjoyed performing, 

and being part of a wonderful experience.  

 

From the staff to the many, many parents and friends 

who assisted, we say a huge thanks. Without your   

assistance it could not have happened.  

 

To the staff, congratulations and thank you for all 

your commitment, patience, and support, much of it 

over and beyond your required duties. I know you did 

it for your students, but it is greatly appreciated and 

valued.  

 

To the children - Sensational!!!. I can see many of you 

have gained new skills, developed as a team member 

and gained new respect for other children in our 

school. Many new talents have been unearthed and in 

the future, who knowsé.. 

 

Personally, from me, thanK you one and all for an      

experience which will stay with me for many years. It 

was truly outstanding.  

 

2010 Enrolments are now being taken.  
We have commenced taking enrolments for next year. 

I would invite all families who have children          

commencing school in 2010 to call into our office to  
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collect an enrolment pack and make a time to have a 

personal tour of our school with either Mrs. Wendy 

Bartsch (our lovely Assistant Principal) or myself. We 

would appreciate the opportunity to explain what 

Donvale PS can offer your child in 2010. Remember 

January 2010 is NOT far away!!!.  

 

Naplan Results out this week.  
The Grade 3 & Grade 5 National Assessment Program 

Literacy and Numeracy (Naplan) results will be 

posted home tomorrow. We would ask that you read 

them carefully, and if you need clarification or wish to 

discuss the results, please arrange a meeting with 

your childõs class teacher first week of Term 4. 

NAPLAN results provide an important measure of 

how all Australian students are performing in         

Literacy and Numeracy.  

The performance of your child on each test is shown 

on National achievement scales from Year 3 to Year 9. 

Six bands are reported for each year level. One of 

these bands will represent the national minimum 

standard for students at each year level. A result at 

the national minimum standard indicates that the        

student demonstrated the basic Literacy and          

Numeracy skills needed to participate in that year 

level.  

The performance of your child can be compared to that 

of other students in your state or territory and across 

Australia.  

Å Students and parents may use individual results to 

discuss achievements and progress with teachers.  

Å Teachers use results to help them better identify 

students who require greater challenges or additional 

support.  

Å Schools use results to identify strengths and     

weaknesses in teaching programs, and to set goals in 

Literacy and Numeracy.  

Å School systems use results to review programs 

Monday 5th October  
¶ Term 4 commences 



and support offered to schools.  

Your childõs NAPLAN report will be posted on     

Friday. The same report format is used for every 

student in Australia.  

If you do not receive a report, contact the school.  

Your childõs results are strictly confidential. 

The report is only one aspect of the schoolõs          

assessment and reporting process, and does not    

replace the more extensive and informed judgments 

made about your child by teachers.  

In 2008, the National Assessment Program ð       

Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) commenced in 

Australian schools. The program continues in 2009 

with all students in Years 3,5, 7 and 9 being         

assessed using common national tests in Reading, 

Writing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar 

and Punctuation) and Numeracy. The content of 

each test is informed by the National Statements of 

Learning in English and Mathematics, which       

underpin state and territory learning  frameworks.  

Test questions cover aspects of Literacy (Reading, 

Writing, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) and 

Numeracy. Questions are multiple -choice or require 

a short written response. The Writing task requires 

students to write a narrative or story. All             

government and non -government education         

authorities have contributed to the development of 

NAPLAN materials.  

 

Look after our school please.  
Over the school holidays, I would remind all parents 

that students are not permitted to play in the school 

area UNLESS supervised directly by an adult 

who is with them.  

 

There will be building works continuing over the 

holidays, so unaccompanied students will pose a 

very serious safety risk for themselves and the 

workers.  

 
REMINDERS. 
¶ If you enjoyed the show and would like to   

relive it with others, we are selling DVDõs and 

photos from the shows. An order form  is     

attached to Snippets or can be collected from 

Wendy in the office. Late orders cannot be  

accepted. 

¶ School finishes at 2:30pm tomorrow . 
¶ School resumes on MONDAY 5th October at 

9:00am 

 

Have a great Term 3 holiday. You have certainly 

earned itéé 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 
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Production Program  
We have spare programs at the office if you missed out 

and would still like one.  

 

School Production  
DPS has been buzzing with excitement for some time 

now.  All of our combined efforts came together on   

Tuesday and Wednesday nights as our children          

performed with great gusto and enthusiasm. I hope you 

felt as proud as I did of their achievements. It was     

wonderful to work with the students throughout the 

term as they prepared for the performances and to see 

their expectant faces as they headed to the stage.  I also 

felt enormously privileged to be work with such an      

accomplished and dedicated team, both teachers and 

support staff. Many parents and others in the school 

community also helped in many ways, some working 

well into the night!! Huge thanks to all involved.  

 

Term 4 
Next term will bring loads of fun -filled learning.       

Children have the opportunity to be involved in hockey 

programs, music performances, swimming and          

transition. Rest up, enjoy the Spring sunshine and I look 

forward to seeing you all again next term.  

 

Wendy Bartsch  
 

Roots and Shoots  

Animal Club  

Attention! Attention!  
Time is almost up to submit your 'Guess My Owner' 

competition form and your gold coin entry fee.  
The prizes are too good not to win!  
1st Prize $50 Village movie Card - can be redeemed for 

movies, normal and gold class and candy bar.  

2nd Prize $30 Village movie Card - can be redeemed for 

movies, normal and gold class and candy bar.  

All money raised will be going to Melbourne Zoo to sup-

port their platypus population.  

Please hand your entry form and donation to me by the 

last week of term 4 (I extended the deadline to allow for 

the busyness of production).  

Happy animal caring in the holidays everyone!  

Lashay Thomson  

 

p.s. Our next Roots and Shoots meeting will be the first 

Thursday back at school in term 4.  
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 OSHClub 

News 

On Tuesday night I had the pleasure of watching the 

production.  All the children did a wonderful job.  

 

Sadly, Garry will be leaving us this week.  As soon as 

I know of his replacement, I will let you know.  

 

A friendly reminder for next term.  Children will    

require a hat for outside play.  Sunscreen will also be 

applied.  If your child has an allergy to sunscreen, 

could you please see Tammie.  

 

Hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday.  

 

Tammie Sykes 

New Summer Menu  
A copy of the Summer menu for term 4, 2009 and 

term 1, 2010 has been distributed to all families    

together with todayõs snippets.  If you require extra 

copies please collect one from the office.  There have 

been some changes so please read carefully when you 

make your choice.  
 

Slush Puppies 
There will be two New flavours to choose from as of 

next term.  They will be Pineapple and Mango.     

Raspberry and Shocker will still be available.   Berry 

and Lemon Lime have been discontinued.  A note to 

remember that, apple juice is the base flavour that 

comes through with the crushed ice, so you can choose 

to have that on itõs own also. 

 

Hope you all have a nice break.  
 

Keep Healthy  

Angie Drakos  

Canteen Management  

Canteen 
What's On The Menu  

FROM THE STUDENTS  

At Gateways there are always a lot of people. We are 

working with electronics. We make a space ship then 

the tester, Kevin, comes round and tests our ships.  

We need to make it so another ship can come in and 

out.  

 

I have been at Gateways for three weeks. The amount 

is four weeks. I do Gateways at Fitzroy Primary 

School.  

 

Jayden, from 2S, goes as well. We are partners.  

 

My favorite lesson has been the third because it was 

the first time we built a space ship.  I have learned 

that when an electronic is not working, the circuits 

are not right.  

 

Evan, 2J  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
17th September -  8th October  
Brigita W, Leah B, Ed V, Michael A,  

Kyan E, Kiara S, Michael C, Dev B, 

Bradley and Damon L, Bridget and 

Jack E, Rudy S, William L, Montanna C, 

Mariah M, Christopher D, Ricardo G,  

Qadeer K  



Photos taken at the dress rehearsal  


