
Class creation for 2010.  
As 2010 approaches we are currently considering 

structures for classes for next year. When teachers 

create classes many factors are considered involving 

the academic, emotional and social mix of the class. 

The friendships of the child are also considered but it 

is not always possible for your child to be placed with 

the children they want. If this happens you should 

encourage your child to see this as an opportunity to 

get to know other children. A childõs social               

development is just as important as their academic 

development. Teachers have insightful knowledge of 

the students and work very hard to ensure the best 

educational environment is provided for your child.  

 

If you have a valid educational reason  which you feel 

will impact on your childõs placement for next year you 

need to make an appointment to see Mrs Bartsch or 

myself.  Requests must be based on sound educational 

rationale. Personal preference for staff is not          

considered as an educational reason. Please note that 

I cannot indicate class structures or allocation of staff 

to classes/roles as these aspects have not been      

finalised yet.  

 

If for any reason (except Grade 6 Graduates going to 

Secondary School), your child will not be returning to   

Donvale PS in 2010, could you please let your childõs 

teacher know, so we can factor that into our grade 

creation process. 
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Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their 

potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating. 

Wednesday 21st October  
¶ Walk To School Day  

¶ 3.30-4.30:  After school hockey program  

¶ 9.00-11.00:  Physiotherapist visit Level 3  

¶ 6.00-7.00pm:  Maths Night  

 

Thursday 22nd October  
¶ 11.30:  ôMusic Count Us Inõ Performance 
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Process: 
Parents must make an appointment to see Mrs 

Bartsch or myself between Monday October 26 th  

and Wednesday 4 th  November  as I will not consider 

requests after this time.  

We will arrange to meet with parents who wish to 

make a submission during this time .  

 

Website Advertising.  
Last week we published an article in Snippets, titled, 

òSchool Website Ads a big hitó. I have requested     

responses from our school community to assist us in 

evaluating this potential. Last night your School 

Council briefly discussed it and decided to obtain more 

information to allow us to make a fully informed     

decision. It will be discussed again at our November 

Meeting.  

I would urge you to read the article which is            

included.  Your input is being sought. This issue has 

also been agendered for our October PA meeting on 

Monday 26 th  October in our LOTE room at 9:20am 

immediately following Assembly.  

 

Building Project Update.  
Wet weather, digging and mud are making this week, 

a challenging mix. Our Building site is finally buzzing 

with action. The utilities are being laid to the site, 

causing disruption to access, but I commend all our 

school community for their patience and cooperation.  

 

Next week we are hoping to have the slab laid, a     

major step. By all accounts we are about 4 weeks    

behind schedule due to mainly administration issues.  

Friday 23rd October  
¶ Hooptime Regional Finals for Level 3  



But we need to continue to remember, this resource is 

a bonus and going to be a great asset, when finished, 

for our students and school community. So please 

keep positive and stay informed. Your children will be 

the beneficiaries.  

 

2010 Enrolments are now being taken.  
We are taking enrolments for next year. I would invite 

all families who have children commencing school in 

2010 to call into our office to collect an enrolment pack 

and make a time to have a personal tour of our school 

with either Mrs. Wendy Bartsch (our lovely Assistant 

Principal) or myself. We would appreciate the         

opportunity to explain what Donvale PS can offer your 

child in 2010. Remember January 2010 is NOT far 

away!!!.  

 

October School Council meeting Report.  
Items discussed:  

1/  Advertising on our school website -more               

information sought.  

2/  BER update  

- Pride money all expended with very good outcomes  

- New Building behind schedule but work now        

occurring.  

3/  Naplan Results  

Our results have improved significantly with all     

elements above State and national average for Grade 

3 & Grade 5.  

- Very pleasing results with changes in our approach 

having a positive impact  

4/  School Production Review  

 - outstanding show with fantastic support from our 

school community.  

- really liked the format with each grade having input 

and every child involved on stage.  

5/ Eastway development & Highball Court              

construction.  Still unsure of details on each proposal.  

6/  Parent Association Constitution passed with minor 

amendment.  

 

Next Meeting  is Wednesday 18 th  November at 

7:30pm in our Staffroom. All parents are most        

welcome to attend.  

 

Reminders for this week:  

¶ Please be on time at school. No earlier than 

8:45am  but before 9:00am.  Late passes MUST 

be obtained from the office if you are late.  

¶ Donvale School hats must be worn during Term 

4 & Term 1, 2010.  Available for purchase from 

the Uniform Shop on Wednesdays between 8:30 -

10:00am. 

¶ No-one must enter the building site for any   

reason. For your safety this must be strictly   

adhered to.  

¶ With building works around the school, drivers 

please take EXTRA care and be patient with 

others. This is important for your childõs safety 

at all times  

 

 

The Assistant Principal  

School Survey 
Each family should receive a copy of our Annual    

Survey today. Please take the time to complete      

relevant sections and return to the office by next    

Friday, 23 rd October. We value your opinions as we 

plan for 2010 and beyond.  

 

Music. Count Us In!  
Next Thursday at 11.30 am schools throughout      

Australia will celebrate Music Education by singing a 

song written especially for the occasion. DPS will be 

joining together to perform the song - òMusic Is      

Everythingó at a special assembly. You are all        

welcome to come and celebrate with us!  

 

TEN FACTS ABOUT SCHOOL MUSIC  
1. Music makes a contribution to kidsõ              

development that no other subject can match  

òMusic education uniquely contributes to the         

emotional, physical, social and cognitive growth of all 

students.ó 

National Review of School Music Education,           

Australia, 2005  

2. Music students are more likely to be good   

citizens  

A 10-year US study called ôChampions of Changeõ 

found that high school students who participate in 

arts programs, including in school bands, are less 

likely to be involved with drugs, crime or have        

behavioural problems.  

3. Learning music helps under -performing      

students improve  

US researchers found that young children aged 5 -7 

who had been lagging behind at school had caught up  

with their peers in reading and were ahead in maths 

after seven months of music lessons. The childrenõs 

classroom attitudes and behavior improved too.  

4. Musical training can enhance brain function  

Brain imaging techniques (MRI) reveal that musical 

tasks such as sight -reading musical scores and play-

ing  

music activate regions in all four lobes of the brain 

and parts of the cerebellum. Music is one of the few  

activities which engage the entire brain.  
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¶ Drivers around our school area, please consider 

the local families and our very patient 

neighbours. Do Not park across their drives  or 

block access to the properties. Consider how you 

would like somebody doing this at your home!! 

Your cooperation is much appreciated.  

 

Have a great week as we enjoy much needed rain.  

 

GARRY BRIGGS 



5. Incorporating music learning into other      

curriculum areas helps kids learn  

A US study of fifth -grade students found that their 

attitudes to reading (and to music!) improved when 

music was incorporated into reading instruction. Other 

studies show that music students are better equipped 

to grasp maths and science concepts.  

6. Playing music improves concentration,     

memory and ability to express feelings  

A 2001 study in Switzerland involving more than 1200 

children found that, when 3 other curriculum classes  

were replaced with music classes, young children made 

more rapid developments in speech and learned to  

read easier. They also learned to like each other more, 

were less stressed and enjoyed school more.  

7. Australian parents want their kids to learn 

music at school  

Household surveys by the Australian Music             

Association show that nearly 90% of respondents      

believe music education should be mandatory in      

Australian schools. More people made submissions to 

the National Review of School Music Education than to 

any other Commonwealth Government enquiry.  

8. Most kids miss out on effective music          

education while at school  

Music Council of Australia research shows that as few 

as 2 out of 10 State schools are able to offer their  

students an effective music education. What does 

ôeffectiveõ mean? The National Review of School Music 

Education says it is where the learning is ôcontinuous, 

sequential and developmental.õ That is, it starts early 

in a childõs life, keeps going as the child progresses 

through school and is in step with the childõs            

capabilities. It should be available to ALL students in 

EVERY school!  

9. Learning music is good for Australiaõs social 

and economic growth  

The Australian business community wants kids to 

learn music at school. The Australian Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (ACCI) last year delivered its 

ôSkills for a Nation: A Blueprint for Improving      

Training and Education Policy 2007 ð 2017õ. Among its 

fifteen recommendations for improving childrenõs   

education in the primary years was: ôThere should be 

an opportunity for all students to learn a musical     

instrument in primary school.õ 

10. Australia lags behind other countries in the 

provision of music in school  

The worldõs top academic countries such as Hungary, 

Netherlands and Japan have strong commitments to  

music in their schools from the early primary years. In 

Britain, where the problems in school music provision 

mirror those of Australia, the government has recently 

decided to fix the situation. Recognising the huge bene-

fits to kids, it has announced its commitment ð backed 

up by more than £300 million - ôto make every British 

primary school a musical schoolõ. 

We are so fortunate to have a quality Music program  

at Donvale. Thank you, Mrs Keep!  

 

Have a great week everyone.  

Wendy  Bartsch  

General News  

FRUIT NEXT WEEK:   
4P 

Eating the fruit of our labour  
During the year, the children in the veggie patch club 

have enjoyed cooking recipes using home grown     

vegetables from our very own veggie patch.  This term 

the children will further develop their gardening and 

cooking skills by using more intricate recipes.  Look 

out for the recipes and enjoy them at home with your 

children. The recipes will also be posted on the school 

website (www.donvaleps.vic.gov.au)   Enjoy!  

Mrs Tourogiannis  

 

Save the environment!  
Parents, did you know that you 

can have Snippets emailed to 

you?  All you have to do is visit 

the school website 

(www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au) and  

follow the prompts.   

 

Music Matters  

Count Us In  There will be a special         

assembly next Thursday (Oct 22nd) at 

11.30 am. Come along to participate in 

Australiaõs largest school music event. 

Thousands of children all around the     

nation will be singing òThe Music Is       

Everythingó. 

 

All the Donvale students have been  

learning the song and actions and 

some have even learned recorder 

parts!  

 

Join in the celebration of music in our 

lives!  

 

Anthea Keep 

 
 



 From The  

Sports Coach  
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Girls Rounders  
Good luck to our Girlõs Rounders Team (District Cham-

pions) who are playing in a Zone Final          tomorrow 

against Wattle Park Primary School.  

 

Walk To School Day  
Is on Wednesday 21st October.  Please encourage/

assist your children to walk this day to school (weather 

permitting).  

 

Physiotherapist/Exercise Physiologist  
Clinics will occur for Level 3 students on Wednesday 

21st October (9.00 -11.00).  Two speakers will do an 

òinteractiveó and òfunó presentation, as to put fun back 

into òfunctional trainingó. 

 

Hooptime Regional Finals  
Our Level 3 Junior All Star Boys and Girls teams will 

be competing. 

 

Level 3 Bike Education  
This will take place this Term (early November) for a 

number of weeks.  3PH - Mondays, 3G and 3T -   Tues-

days, 3H - Wednesdays. 

 

Please ensure your childõs bike/scooter and helmet is in 

good order. 

 

Mr Pianta  

  

Well done & congratulations to Nelson Chiang of 4R. 

His logo was selected by Mr Briggs, Mrs Towan & 

Mrs Lucisiano to be the new logo for Roots and 

Shoots Animal Club. Nelson will receive a $30 book 

voucher at next Mondayõs assembly. Ruby Browne of 

2S was runner up & will receive a $20 book voucher. 

Thank you to all of the children in Animal Club who 

took time to submit a design and for your thoughtful 

accompanying comments with each piece.  

 

The ôGuess My Ownerõ competition has closed. Thank 

you to all the people who submitted a form, or just 

made a donation. I must say a big thank you to Mrs 

Pianta and 4P because the whole class submitted 

entries. Good on you guys!  

 

If you want to find out who all the lovely creatures 

belong to, check out the answer page in Snippets.  

Congratulations to Bianca & Chantelle Frigo and 

Danielle Armstrong, Francesca De Angelis &        

Victoria Galanou who equalled 1 st with 28 correct 

guesses. An impartial umpire drew the two groups 

out of a hat and lucky Bianca & Chantelle are off to 

the movies with a $50 movie and pop corn voucher 

which will be presented at next Mondayõs assembly. 

Danielle, Francesca & Victoria will receive a $30 

movie and pop corn voucher to share. Well done girls!  

 

Special mention must go to Taylah Soterales of 1T 

for completing the form on her own with 26 correct 

guesses & Rita Lucisano for getting 18 correct 

guesses. Dinosaur lollies are on their way!  

 

The children in Animal Club busily worked away on 

the school magazine page at our last meeting. Their 

contributions will look great!  

 

Please ask your child if they attended the meeting. 

Our meetings are not compulsory, but if they did not 

attend, they will not have anything on our Animal 

Club page in the school magazine. If your child would 

like something included, ask them to pop into 1T to 

see me. 

 
 


