
A tragic outcomeéé 
I am sure we were all very shocked and saddened by  

the unnecessary death of a 13 year old boy, killed in a 

tragic accident on Saturday evening. I am continually 

reminding all parents in our school community to  

ensure that your children are fully supervised by an 

adult when they come up to school to play.  These boys 

unfortunately made some very bad choices, with a  

fatal outcome the worst result. Once again, I remind 

all families that your children must not be at school 

before 8:45am on school days and not here after 

3:45pm in the afternoon as the students are not  

actively supervised. At weekends you can use the play 

grounds BUT children MUST be supervised by an 

adult at all times. It is only then that adequate,  

sensible supervision can be relied upon.  
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Monday 16th March  
¶ ôNational Young Leaders Dayõ - Excursion for all 

JSC members and School Captains  

 

Tuesday 17th March  
¶ 10.00-2.30:  Level 3 excursion to Schwerkolt 

Cottage  

 

Wednesday 18th March  
¶ Pm:  School Council meeting  
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I would plead with each family to heed this reminder 

for the welfare and safety of your children.  
 

Take a peekéé 
The teachers are currently working on updating  

information on our school website. I would invite all 

families to make the effort to log onto our school  

website at:   www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Congratulations to Miss Henderson, Mr. Gordon and 

Mr. Reiter who have worked so hard to update and 

assist all staff in the quest to maintain the site as  

current as possible. All grades will be working in an 

ongoing basis to submit work onto the site for viewing 

by all our community.  

Special thanks must go to James Clarke ( Phoebe & 

Lucyõs  Dad) who has done a significant amount of 

work setting up the site and assisting on an ongoing 

basis. Have a chat to your children about their       

contributions and what their grade is doing towards 

our website project. It is great to acknowledge and 

celebrate all the fantastic things being done as part of 

your childõs learning. 
 

 Lost Propertyé 
There is a mountain of lost property, both in our lost 

property box in Bld A, outside the Out of School Hours 

room, and on the shelves adjacent to classrooms. Miss 

Gladman will be placing all lost property on the fence 

adjacent to the junior basketball court on Monday for 

perusal at assembly and during the day. I would urge  

Thursday 19th March  
¶ Inter School Sport - Donvale Vs Doncaster 

(away) 

 

Friday 20th March  
¶ FREE DRESS DAY - Multicultural Day  

Jack Foy, 13, died yesterday as he celebrated a 12 -run 

victory in the under -15s grand final between Hastings 

and Pearcedale cricket clubs.  

The teenager fell from a shade sail at the Westpark  

Primary School in Hastings about 8pm last night, as 

the cricket team and their girlfriends celebrated the 

unlikely triumph.  

A group of the boys had climbed over security fences 

and the school roof to get to the shade sails.  

The group fell metres onto a concrete quadrangle when 

a shackle on the sails broke under their weight  

 

éTaken from the Herald Sun on Sunday 8th March 09  

http://www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au/


all parents and children to take the time to look at the 

clothing items and take what they have lost. We will 

be making every effort to return the items if named to 

their rightful owners. Thanks to the parents who have 

volunteered to assist with returning items. This is a 

much appreciated task.  
 

Thanks this week to:  
¶ All the families who took the time and effort to 

vote in our school council elections. Voting 

closed last night and counting will take place 

today, with results being available tomorrow, 

once candidates have been notified of the      

outcome. 

 Have a great òshortó weekéééééé. 

 

GARRY BRIGGS 

The Assistant Principal  

Isnõt the term flying by?  Weõve had lots of exciting 

events happening throughout the school and thereõs 

more to come before term 1 ends!  Itõs great to see the 

children working well in their classrooms and in  

specialist lessons.  

Homework  
This is one of the most contentious issues raised by 

parents. Some want more, some want less, some  

children love it and others are not so keen.  At DPS, 

teachers strive to make homework tasks as  

meaningful and interesting as possible. Keeping a 

reasonable balance between home study and  

relaxation is vital.  

 Some homework is important for the following  

reasons: 

¶ It reinforces what is being taught at school.  

¶ Parents have the opportunity to share in their 

childõs learning. 

¶ Children develop organizational skills and 

regular study habits.  

The amount and type of home tasks differ depending 

on your childõs year level. It is a great idea to discuss/

negotiate home work time and place with your child. 

Some children like to do it as soon as they get home 

allowing them to relax for the rest of the evening.  

Others prefer and need some òdownó time first. 

-Level 1 (Prep) students are encouraged to read/share 

a book every night and a reading log is kept. They 

practise word recognition and maths concepts.  

-Level 2 (grade 1 and 2) students continue with daily 

home reading and work on a task that is related to 

their studies at school each week.  

- Level 3 (grade 3 and 4) students are also expected to 

read nightly as well as completing set tasks each 

week. 

- Level  4 (grade 5 and 6)homework tasks include 

weekly maths ,reading and spelling as well as project 

work.  

Mathletics has added a whole new dimension to 

Mathematics and many children are taking the  

opportunity to practice skills at home with this  

program. What a great addition!  

General News  
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2009 INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITIONS  
AND ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS   (ICAS) 
Welcome to the 2009 International Competitions and 

Assessment for schools (ICAS). For over 20 years 

ICAS has taken place each year in schools throughout 

Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, 

the Pacific region and South Africa. Your child is  

invited to participate in 2009.                                                      

ICAS provides an opportunity for all years  3 ð 12  

students to gain a measurement of their own  

achievement in an external testing situation. It  

provides teachers, parents and students with  

comprehensive reporting of results in the areas of 

Computer Skills, English, Mathematics, Science, 

Spelling and Writing.  All students receive a  

certificate and an individual report indicating which 

questions they answered correctly and their score 

compared with the rest of the students tested. The 

tests are an excellent preparation for National tests 

and the student report is useful for highlighting your 

childõs strengths and weaknesses. 

High quality UNSW certificates are awarded for each 

year level as follows:  

High distinction to the top 1% of entries  

Distinction to the next 10% of entries  

Credit to the next 25% of entries  

Participation to all other participating students  

All students who achieve the highest score in each 

year level receive a UNSW medal. These medals are 

presented at a special UNSW medal presentation  

ceremony. Students must sit on the official sitting 

dates to be eligible for a medal.  

If you would like your child to participate in these 

tests please fill out the permission slip attached to this 

newsletter and return it to school along with the 

money as soon as possible. Our closing date for entries 

for all tests is Monday 30 th  March.  

Ian McKinlay  

Generally homework tasks are explained by the 

teacher before they are taken home and discussed 

again when the children return their completed work.  

Communication  
Once a term each level will send home a newsletter to 

help keep parents up -to-date with things that are  

happening in the classrooms.   Teachers may choose to 

provide additional information to their class at  

various times. In level 4, students are further  

developing organizational skills and use a diary to 

record important information. The weekly òSnippetsó 

is a great way to keep in touch with school events, as 

is our web -site. Have you visited it recently? 

www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Have a great week everyone!  

MRS BARTSCH 

http://www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au


3 

CLASSROOM  HELPERS 
On Tuesday 3 rd  March a group of parents attended a 

classroom helpersõ session in the school library. The  

session was designed to provide classroom helpers with 

strategies and information that would enable them to 

assist students with their skill development in literacy 

and numeracy. The Early Years literacy model with its 

distinctive approaches to teaching and learning was  

discussed and parents were given an understanding of 

the valuable role their assistance plays in the  

effectiveness of the Early Years program. At the  

conclusion of the session parents adjourned to the  

staffroom to enjoy a cuppa and one of Angieõs delicious 

muffins.  

Donvale P.S. is very fortunate to have many parents 

who are able to provide wonderful support to our  

learning programs. We really value your assistance and 

look forward to your continued participation in 2009.  

Ian McKinlay  

Early Years Coordinator  

 

REMINDER FROM THE OFFICE ð PAYMENTS 
IN ENVELOPES PLEASE 
It has been a very busy start to the 

year with sports activities and some 

class excursions and incursions. 

Wendy and I need to stress the  

importance of money coming in to 

the school be in an appropriately sealed and labelled 

envelope. Too often we are being handed in loose cash 

that separates from the right forms, or we are receiving 

money in plastic bags with no writing on it to say who it 

is from and for what activity. If the following procedure 

is followed activities will be receipted on time and there 

will be no anxiousness on behalf of your child if the pay-

ment is not found.  

1. Forms and money in a sealed envelope that has 

your childõs/familyõs name on it, grade, activity 

and how much cash is in the envelope.  

2. Hand in to the classroom teacher who will tick it 

off  their  list and send it to the office in the class 

pouch. 

3. Office will receipt payments and a receipt will be 

sent home. Please keep receipts as a record of 

payment being made.  

As we have had to deal with a lot of payments coming 

in, there has been a delay in returning receipts to the 

family. We will attempt to have all receipts up to date 

next week.  

If you have any queries about outstanding invoices on 

your family statement, please feel free to talk to either 

myself or Wendy. We are happy to print out statements 

at any time.   

Ricarda and Wendy  

World Maths Day  
ôMaths Magicõ descended on week Donvale Primary 

School last week  as every student from  Level 1 to 

4, competed in World Maths Day against students 

from all over the world. The wonderful sight of every 

computer clicking away with a mixed group of  

children from Level 3 & 4 over lunchtime was so 

fantastic.  All students competed at home and at 

school to see how many total correct answers they 

could accumulate in 48 hours.  Every child will be 

awarded a participation certificate.  

There were some fantastic individual efforts from 

Daniel Patrikas 10,400+, Adam Bardrick 10,000+, 

Josh Bruni 9000+, Luke Diazikis 8000+ questions 

and many more fabulous individual efforts.  

Hopefully we will be able to access the total school 

effort very soon.  

A quick overview of the event that was...  

Total participants: 2,001,570  

Number of countries: 204  

Total questions answered in 48 hours: 452,681,681.  

I would like to thank and congratulate every student 

and teacher who was a part of making World Maths 

Day history. Not only in the number of correctly  

answered questions but also in joining the incredible 

number of participants from over 200 countries! It 

has been fantastic to see an event unite the world in 

this special way.  

Mrs Pianta  

 

 



Ciao from the  

Italian Dept.  

 From The  

Sports Coach  

District Swimming  
Congratulations to the children who competed last 

Friday in the District Swimming Sports.  Fantastic 

effort and tremendous enthusiasm was displayed by 

all swimmers.  Donburn won the sports with Donvale 

coming 4th, only 4 points separating us behind the 

second school.  Big thanks to the many parents again 

who came along to support the children.  

 

Zone Swimming  
Congratulations to the 12 year old boys relay who 

competed yesterday at the Zone Swimming Sports 

(Jack Hawkins, Robert Finch, Samuel Adam -Ohis 

and Adam Ward).  They won the right to swim in 

Zone as they won the District event and Jack who 

competed in Zone in the 123 year old boys freestyle.  

Big thanks to Samuelõs mum for transporting these 

children to the Northcote pool.  

Inter School Sport  
Next Thursday we play Doncaster B at Doncaster 

Primary.  

 

Football Clinic  
On Tuesday from 1.00 -3.00pm we had 3 Richmond 

AFL players conduct a clinic.  During the lunch break 

our small oval was a hive of activity with football 

skills and related games occurring between the chil-

dren and the players.  

 

Hockey Program  
I have few positions available in the after school 

Hockey Program beginning next term.  If interested 

please return the expression of interest to your childõs 

teacher (levels 3 and 4) by the end of next week.  

 

Premierõs Active Families Challenge 
I encourage all families to be involved in this  

challenge.  For more information and registration, 

visit goforyourlife.vic.gov.au  

Dear parents,  

 

Just a reminder, Italian/Multicultural Day will take 

place next Friday the 20th  of March.  

Remember to complete the form at the bottom of the 

letter which was sent home last week  

and return it to school with $6 as soon as possible.  

This amount covers the performances only.  

The Multicultural lunch must be ordered seperately 

through the canteen menu which was sent home.  

The gelato is free for all the children, you only need to 

indicate on the menu if your child would like a gelato.  

The children need to come dressed in the colours of 

their country of choice.  

If your child has a soccer ball they can they bring it to 

school on Multicultural Day.  

Could you make sure their name is on their ball.  

The performances will begin at 9.00 and conclude at 

1.20 

Soccer Skills and bocce will take place on the oval 

from 11.30 onwards.  

Next week is cultural diversity week, come and  

celebrate with us!  

  

Ciao! 

  

Signora Velona`  

Tania Martini  

  

Premiers Reading Challenge  
The Premiers Reading Challenge is on again this year.  

We are expecting an even better participation from  

students than in previous years.  The classrooms have 

been decorated with the Challenge charts and are  

looking very encouraging.  Now itõs up to you, the  

readers!  

The permission forms need to be completed and  

returned to school; this will ensure that you are  

registered, receive your certificate and have your name 

published in òThe Ageó at the end of the Challenge. 

Chris Schneider, our library technician, has stuck  

coloured dots onto all the books that are on the official 

list:  

Prep ð 2, Red dots  

Grade 3 ð 4, Green dots  

Grade 5 ð 6, Blue dots   

You can borrow these books in the usual way from the 

library.  

The most important part of the Reading Challenge is 

that you read with enjoyment and explore many books 

and authors.  

A list of the books is available on -line or from your class 

teacher.  

ENJOY READING!!!!!!!!!!  
Mrs Tourogiannes  


