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Donvale Primary School provides students with a positive educational experience to achieve their
potential in a comprehensive learning environment that is caring, secure and stimulating.

WEEKLY DIARY

Monday 16th February

1 Assembly: Presentation of School Captains,
JSC, Environment Captains and grade reps
1 9.30-12.30: Tennis clinic at St.Kevins (2 boys, 2

girls)

Tuesday 17th February

i 11.00am-1.00pm: Swimming trials at Carey
Sports Complex Bulleen

Wednesday 18th February
i Pm: School Council meeting

Thursday 19th February
i Inter School sport Donvale Vs St Charles (home)

PRI N

Yesterday was our

Donvale School Community
oDonati on Day q
where we gave families in our
school community the
opportunity to donate money
and items to the Bush Fire
Appeal. In a show of
wonderful support we
managed to raise about
$3,500. The amount is fantas-
tic as it will certainly assist families who are much
less fortunate than us in this time of great need. Even
more touching were the many stories of children
donating money from their own savings.

Also it was wonderful to see the goods provided by
many families who responded to the terrible plight of
wild and domestic animals, who also had suffered
terribly in the unprecedented fires. The amount and
range of items was fantastic and these have already
been passed onto the appropriate people to
immediately be used.

It would be inappropriate for me to single out
individual families who made special efforts to follow
up with companies, deliver items, etc, as every
donation comes with empathy and concern for fellow
Victorians during this terrible time. Many of us know
victims or in some way have a connection with those
directly impacted. All support is greatly appreciated
and as a community school, | am extremely proud to
be part of this wonderful community.

Thank you everyone.

PALOS REPORT

On a very happy
Next Monday morning, we will be
holding a very special Assembly to
invest our 2009 student elected

officials. The assembly will

commence at 9:00am and conclude

by 9:30am. We have invited Mr Paul
Hills, Principal of our neighboring school,
Heatherwood Secondary, to present all our student
officials with their badges. The investiture will be
followed by a morning tea for those students and their
invited guests. The morning tea will be held in our
school hall.

Photos and a full list of our School Captains, Deputy
Captains, Peer Mediators, Environment Captains and
Environment Club reps, and Junior School Councilors
will be published in next weeks Snippets to celebrate
and acknowledge their investiture. It is great to see so
many students having the opportunity to contribute
and work together to have positive outcomes for
themselves, their class and our school.

REMINDERS:

1 Religious instruction consent and $5:00 need to
be returned to school.

i Tuesday 24t February is our Parent

Information Evening (Personal invitation
coming home on Monday).
q Return signed Student Behavour Code.
Have a great week.

GARRY BRIGGS




The Assistant Principal General News

What a tragic week itdés been. Amidst the tur moil

and distress around us, the Donvale School EMA

community has shown great care and compassion EMA application forms are available at the office. For

for all those affected by recent events. Our staff and further information refer to the flyer at the back of

students have continued to apply themselves to the shippets. Application forms with a copy of your

daily tasks of teaching and learning although our Centrelink Card need to be handed in at the office by

thoughts and prayers are constantly with those in Friday 27 t February . If you had EMA last year you

great need. still need to apply again this year.

| had the pleasure just this morning of chatting HEADLICE

with a new parent to our school. She just wanted to Head lice will be a problem from time to time in

let me know how pleased she was at her decision to Donvale Primary School and it is important to work

send her children to Donvale PS and how happy she together as a school community to minimise the

was with all aspects of the school: from the frustration caused by the problem.

friendliness and care of teachers, parents and

children to the strong educational and artistic focus If your child has head lice let the school know and we

of our curriculum. Congratulations to you all! It is will send a class letter home notifying parents to

this strong community spirit which shines through check their child/rends hair.
every day at Donvale! need to have their hair tied back.

Testing Program Half the people who have head lice never scratch their

Over the next few weeks teachers will be head. I'f you dondt know about
conducting a number of tests in both Literacy and dondt know to |l ook and treat f
Numeracy to determine each childds educational

needs for 2009. Teachers are released from class in Head lice are not fussy about the heads they live on &

on a rotating basis so that they are able to test they make no consideration for income, ethnicity or

children individually along with Mrs Gray and Mrs hair colour. They live their entire liveson  human

Signorini . We welcome back Miss Kilkenny and heads and their entire food and water source is

Mrs Rassias, who have been working in each class supplied from the scalp.

to support our testing program.
Head lice have been around for many thousands of

Wendy Bartsch years and they will not be eradicated. Head lice don &t
fly or jump 8 they crawl from head to head. This often
happens when people play or work closely together.

Head lice are small (3 -4mm) wingless insects, which
are common particularly in school aged children.

Eggs can be difficult to see; use a strong light (such as
sunlight) and look on the hair shafts. If you are not
sure whether an object you find is a head louse egg,
try sliding it up the hair shaft using your fingers. Eggs
are usually quite difficult to move, whereas dandruff
and other items slide easily.

Information pamphlets about treatment and
controlling head lice are available from the school
Office or ask at your local pharmacy.

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL
AT OWNERGOS RI SK

Personal property is often brought to school by
students and visitors. This can include mobile phones,
keys, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on
school premises. The DEECD does not hold insurance
nor does not accept responsibility for private property
brought to school and it will generally not pay for any
loss or damage to such property. We do discourage
students from bringing any unnecessary or

particularly valuable items to school.



STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE NEW TEACHER PROFILES

The DEECD does not provide personal accident Over the next couple of weeks we will be
insurance for students. Parents and guardians are introducing you to our new teachers.
generally responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any transport Name: Marilyn Gray
costs, unless the injury is caused by the negligence Family: married with two children (boy in Prep,
(carelessness) of a Department or school council girl in Gr2, two Labradors and countless sea monkey
employee or volunteer. pets!
Likes:  chocolate! ( need | say more!)
Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are Hobbies: cooking when not pressed for time, tennis,
available from the commercial insurance sector. The Calisthenics d Masters team
Department cannot advise parents on whether to
purchase a student accident policy or which policy to | have taught for 15 years in East Gippsland,
purchase as individual families are likely to have Kinglake and at Donvale in the Prep/One area. After
differing needs. If more information is needed please a break to raise my children,
ask at the school office and info will be passed on. part -time and look forward to working mostly with
Level 1 & 2 students, particularly those needing
ASTHMA extra educational assistance.

As we are an O6Asthma Friendly Sc
advise you of a media release from the Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister for Health and Ageing. This

is a letter warning parents and schools of back -to-school

asthma spike and urging parents to please ensure that

their child has an up -to-date Asthma Action Plan as

students begin a new school year.

OPeople with asthma, particul ar]l
vulnerable to the extreme temperature changes and

respiratory viruses which students can be exposed to

when they return to school. Children with asthma can

lead full and healthy lives with the help of their GP, but

we cannot afford to be complacent. Developing a written

Asthma Action Plan with your GP is an integral part of

asthma management. Itis a must for every child with

asthma to have a current plan.o

Further information on asthma management is
available through Asthma Foundations Australia
(www.asthmaaustralia.org.au)and the National Asthma

Council Australia (www.nationalasthma.org.au). Miss Emma Hendersqn o
| grew up in country Victoria in a small town called
FREE BINS Katandra West. | have been teaching for the past

—— two years in Shepparton. | love watching and play-
ing all sports, reading and spending time with fam-
ily. I am excited to be teaching at Donvale Primary
School because it is a friendly, caring school and an
enjoyable and fun place to be.

We have some spare black recycling bins to
give away. If you need one please collect from
the bicycle/recycling area or see Mrs Signorini
who will mark the ones to be taken.




Creek Community Centre and still had time to
attempt a roo rescue! | still have a car load of animal
supplies to drop off as welll We will invite Narelle
along when things are more settled for her and the
creatures to an animal club meeting and one of our

From The
% ] Sports Coach

Welcome back everyone to 2009. | am really looking assemblies to give her the chance to thank you allin

forward to working with you and your children this person. She has asked me to pass on her sincerest

year. It has been a fantastic start to the year with all thanks to you all for now.

children participating with great enthusiasm and One of our beautiful staff members, Mrs Durante,

interest in the various Fundamental Motor Skills, does weekly drop offs of food

activities and games. step. If anyone would like to do the same, come and
see me and 106l give you the

Our Swimming Trials for level 3 and 4 is on Tuesday Mr Briggs mentioned to me that so many of our

17th February. Please encourage your child to Donvale parents have been lending a hand in many

participate and return the permission form before different ways to the people affected by the fires

this date. which is fabulous! If anyone is able to take in a pet,
such as a dog or a horse for a short time, give the

Inter School Sport_ (Summer) begins on Thursday Diamond Creek Community Centre a ring to put your

19th February for our level 4 students. We encourage name on the list on 9438 5299. Or if you just have

children to participate in one of the following sports. room for a pooch or two for a little while email

Softball (Girls/Mixed), Rounders (Girls/Mixed), Bat contact@fun4paws.com.au and leave your details.

tennis and Cricket. Our first round is at Donvale

from 9.30-11.00. Thanks again everyone. Your generosity overwhelms
me!!

Soccer Tickets (FREE) Happy animal caring!

| have a family pass (4 tickets) for the semi  -final Mrs Thomson

between Melbourne Victory and Adelaide on

Saturday 7.30pm at Telstra Dome (Melbourne). :
Please see Mr Pianta on Friday if you are interested lerary NeWS
in using this pass.

Thank you. Welcome back to another year of enjoyable reading

Mr Pianta and borrowing at the Library!
] » a Borrowing has commenced for all grades
Animal Club L 3 Level 1 may borrow 2 books
’ Level 2 2 books
- Level 3 3 books
Well knock me over with a feather!!! Level 4 4 books
It never fails to surprise me how generous the Books may be borrowed for 2 weeks, and may be

Donvale School Community is when it comes to agood ~ féneéwed once if necessary.
cause. Not only did you overwhelm us with your

monetary support for the bushfire victims, you Itis important to keep Library booksina _
showered me (literally, as SPegidlibgrybag (of plastigbag fgrihgipgotection 5 ¢
to store your things!) with donations for Narelle, the against loss or damage. Be particularly careful with
wildlife carer in Doncaster East. leaking drink bottles in school bags.  All books that

So many of you had a big clean out, with such short are borrowed are the responsibility of the

notice and sent in so many DPQUEOWe , poanydogtgrdamagedhgokgwilipecdto ¢ o
continue accepting items for Narelle, as she has had to ~ P€ paid for.

pass on many of your donations to other wildlife _ , ,
carers, as her own friends lost previously rescued Overdue books: There are still some children who

creatures in the fires as well as many resources. have not returned their library books from 2008.
| didndét want to single an yRfasesegm&ifthergis apioblem. Chilgrenwih v o

along with our wonderful staff, have been so generous: 2008 overdues will need to return these before they

however, | candt really | etcayesymeporrouingfarihisyegr py ¢

Kylie Glover (Jake, Zed & Vienna) & Yvonne (Nana) 2008 Playgroup have once again presented to the
took 2 and a half car loads to Narelle yesterday on Library with a wonderful selection of picture story
your behalf. Gary Wolf (Brittany) filled my boot to paperbacks, which are now available for loan. Thank

you Playgroup & we will all enjoy these stories this
year.

over flowing with brand new supplies! Jaqui & David
Frigo (Bianca, Chantelle & Angelica) swung into
action and dropped 7 boxes of clothes to the Diamond


mailto:contact@fun4paws.com.au

Lunchtime Opening : The Library will once again be month period. For example if your child care costs are

open for quiet activities on Thursdays. Children $1000.00 for the 3 months then you will Receive Back
obtain a library pass from the teacher on duty and $500.00.

enter the library via the sails area. Activities

available include drawing, playing on the computers, If you would like to know more about the new system
reading & borrowing, and playing board games. please contact the Family Assistance Office on

We also open for approx. 10 minutes before or after PH: 13 61 50

school on Tuesdays for quick borrowing and returning

only. Further details will be released as they come to me so

watch this space for further information.
Chris Schneider,
Library Technician OHSC PROGRAM FOR THE WEEK OF THE

2
23

16" February
%:}g Canteen INDOORS OUTDOORS
-©d What's On The Menu 04 MON- Science i light Basketball

DAY and shadows Tiggy
Canteen Menu 3d modeling
Please be aware that last years menu is still valid
until end of March. For yourinfo - two menus come TUES- Library Cricket
out a year. Summer (Term 1 and 4), Winter (Term 2 DAY Pi fat a malkGctopys
and 3). Spare menus are available from the office or
canteen. WEDNES | Cardboard sea Volley ball
DAY creatures Dodge ball
Thank you. Fishing game
Angie Drakos THURS- | Pirates day Mini races
DAY Paper hats Scavenger hunt
Boat building
OSHClub =&~
- FRIDAY Paper mache i Treasure hunt
News (——= pt 2 Netball
Free craft (all is
on offer)

We have had another great week here at the
program. We have made some new friends and the
preps have joined us in the afternoon which has been
fun for all of us. We made and played with slime on
Monday as part of our science program. We also
made soda grenades last Friday where the kids
enjoyed the reaction when the mixture hit the

ground. Last night we made flying helicopters and
other paper planes.

Just a reminder to all parents and kids just like the
school we also have a hat and sunscreen policy for all
kids and staff going outside during term 1 and 4, so if
your child doesn't have a hat please get one for them
as soon as possible as |
out one.

Yours sincerely,

There are major changes to the child care benefit Glenn Erankish

scheme that will make it easier for all families to Donvale Primary OSHC

apply for it if they havendt already done so.

The Child Care Benefit (CCB) %%%%%%%%%%%%%
CCB i s means tested

estimated taxable income. In other words the Iess 8% HAP PY BIRTH DAY 8%
you earn the more subsidy you receive. Once a 13th- 19th Februar

familiesd taxable i ncome y

child and $131,000 for two children they will longer

receive any CCB entitlement. Darien G, Zoe C, Liam B

QWY

Jack S, Lua Z, Charlotte C, Jake S, 8*&

However, all families are entitled to the 50% Child % A\\lkﬂj 8\\p
Care Rebate no matter what your income. You will i

still need to apply through the Family Assistance ——g %
e &&8%&&%8%8%8%&&8%8%8%8%8%

As from 2009 all families will receive this money
every 3 months into their bank account. The amount
will be 50% of your Child care costs throughout the 3






